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1. INTR®DUCTION

ithough Introductions may not be the section to which expert

readers first turn their attention, they nevertheless have
to be there in most journals and they play a strong role in
capturing readers' attention. So it is essential that the writer
learn how to produce the kind of text that will impress editors
and attract readers’ attention.

Eight professors at the Facuity of Medicine of the University
of Malaya were reauested to state the order of difficulty of the
sections in the writing of an article. Three of the professors
stated that they found the introduction the most difficult section
to write and one was of the opinion that it was the second most
difficult to write after the title. The difficulties that were mentioned
were how to start the article when one has been immersed in
the subject of research, how to make the article sound interesting
and worth reading, how to describe the relevant available
information pertaining to the topic from many different types
of journals, how to arrange and write it in a readable manner,
and finally how to highlight the important aspects of the study
in a clear and concise way

This paper attempts to look at the “moves” and language of
introductions and to present a model for intraductions in medical
articles. It also suggests ways of helping students to cope with
the writing of introductions. The term *move’ will be the same
as that used by Swales in his aunalysis of introduclivits. IL has
been defined by McKinlay (1983) as ‘a semantic unit which is
related to the writer’s purpose’ (Coulthard, 1986.131). It could
consist of a single sentence or more bul is usually not more
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than a paragraph long.

A number of writers have applied the moves analysis to the
different sections of academic articles. Swales' (1981) four- move
model and his modified (1990) three- mave model for the analysis
of introductions have been used by some writers in the analysis
of introductions in different disciplines (Peng, 1987, Swales and
Najjar, 1987, Crookes, 1986) Peng's analysis of data reveaied
that Swales’ model was applicable to it whercas Crookes’ concluded
that results seem to agrce that there arc four basic units but
that only in the shorter introductiens is the four-move schema
given by Swales found. In more complex introductions a variety
of alternative arrangements is pessible, involving repeated use
of moves two and three

From the work done by the above and other writers on genre
analysis, counter-cxamples to Swales’ moves and steps have
been cited. Swales’ models (1981 and 1990), which examine the
introductions of articles and thewr general structure, are limited
in that his conclusions are generalized to apply to articles from
varigus disciplines. Articles from different disciplines will tend
to vary in their subject area, length, complexity and other aspects.
Some introductions examined deviated considerably from his
four- and three- move schema thereby calling into question the
system's descriptive adequacy Some of the terms used in the
models appcar to be unclear despite Swales’ explanations. Their
limitations with regard to the sequences in which the moves
might appear and the fact that some moves may be optional do
not permit easy application of the system to other corpus.

Other writers have examined linguistic features in academic
articles and attempted to relate the frequencies of grammatical
forms to the type of text examined and its rhetorical purpose.
West (1980) looked at nominalization occurrence and scientific
rhetorical divisions and showed that differences existed between
the different scctions with regard to the frequency of that-nominals.
Taronc (1981) examined the relative frequency of the passive
and the active form in astrephysics papers and the rhetorical
rcasons for the choice Wingard (1981) observed differenccs
the use of verbs according to rhetorical functions in six medical
texts. Oster (1981) gave an account of tense in reporting past
literature and proposcd that there are tonditions which determine
when ane of the three tenses,the present perfect, the present
tense and the past tense, is chosen to report past literature,
Woods (1982) in his study of Chemistry articles obscrved a consistent
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rhetorical structure and came up with a model of rhetorical
structure and linguistic rhetorical structure for Chemistry articles.
Adams Smith (1984) investigated authars’s comment in medical
research papers in different categories of articles and found
that the author’s comment is expressed by verbal and nonverbal
modals and attitudinal markers. Most of thesc studies examine
the function and distribution ef selected linguistic features across
all the different sections in an article and do not fecus specifically
on particular sections.

2. THE CORPUS

The corpus for this paper consists of twenty articles selected at
randem from seven diffcrent medical jeurnals published from
1990 to 1993. The journals are

1 Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine

Journal of the Royal Callege of Surgeons of Edinburgh

The Austrolian and New Zealand Journal of Surgery

The Medical Journal of Malaysia

American Journal of Diseases of Children

Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

The British Journal of Surgery

N ;s

The readership censists of the following in cerrcsponding order:

All types of specialists - physicians, surgeons, gs¥chiatrists
Fellaws of the college- other surgeons
Surgeons fron Australasia

Medical practitioners, non-spccialists in Malaysia
Child specialists

Obstetricians and gynaecelogists

Other surgeons

N o W

3. ANALYSIS OF DATA

3.1 The length

The number of words feund 1n the introductions in the twenty
articles ranges from 15 te 393 words, the average being 156.6
words.
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3.2 The moves

There appears to be three main moves in the introduetion.

3.2.1 Move 1

The first one that will be described is usually found at the
beginning of ihe introduction In all but one of the articles
cxamined, the introduction begins by setting the scene for the
rest of the article to {folTow. This move is very importani. to the
writer as it is in this move thal he tries to establish how his
rescarch fits into an rmportant area of research and that it is of
some significance. In some¢ cases the writer does not try to
convince the reader of the work’'s importance. Thisis presumably
because the reader, being an expert in the field, would know
that it is important. This move contains facts that the readers
must know if they are to fully understand the discussion that
follows. The writer sets the scene for his research 1n one of the
following ways;:

3.2.3.1 Demand for treatment

‘Demand for treatment’ 1s found 1n only one article, before the
writer proceeds to describe the problem that this has given rise
to. The example is given below

The demand {or hormone replacement therapy by women
in the United Kingdom increases but many patients continue
to report difficulty in obtaining treatment from their
general practitioners and scek advice elsewhere by seli-
referral. Others, concerned about the adequacy of monitoring
that their GPs arc able to offer request referral to a
specialist ¢linic (Garnett, 1991:128).

3.2.1.2 Emphasizing importance

‘Emphasizing importance’ is found in eight of the articles examined.
It is always found at the beginning of the introduction and is
an attempt by the writer to highhight the significance of the
study An examplc is given below

Splenic abscess 18 an unusual and obscure clinical entity
as evidenced by the abscnce of reports from a recent
review of 540 intra-abdominal abscesses (Walia, 1990-154).
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3.2.1.3 Providing background information

Providing background information’ 1s present in three articles.
It 1s found at the beginning of the intruduction An example is
given below

In 1982 an arthography service was set up at the Coventry
and Warwickshire Hospital, which specializes in
orthopaedics and trauma (Evans, 1991 133).

3.2.1.4 Description of a discase

‘Description of a disease' is quite commonly found in the articles
examined. It is present in eight articles [t can appear at the
beginning of the introduction or if ‘emphasizing importance’ is
found, appears after this. An example is given below

Carotid body tumours are rare neoplasms. They arise in
the specialized tissue ofthe carotid body and are therefore
aiso referred to as chemodectomas {Keating, 1990:172).

3.2.1.5 Description of treatment

'Description of treatment’ is present in six articles. This usually
appears after ‘description ofa disease’.An example is given below

The different forms of dilatation which are available include
digital dilatation, dilatation wilh rigid instruments and
balloon dilatation, previously introduced endoscopically
(Banerjee, 1991 136).

3.2.1 6 Refcrence to previous research

‘Reference to previous research’ is found in seven articles at
various points in the introduction It con be uscd to support a
statement made by the writer regarding a disease or a kind of
treatment or to show that the present study is required. An
example is given below

In a recent definitive study of venous anatomy involving
detail ed dissection and radiography of cadavers, Taylor
et al revealed a vasi network of valveless, oscillating
veins in the face, scalp and many areas of the neck (Meagher,
1991:903).
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3.2.2 Move 2

The sccond main move is usually found in the middle of the
introduction and is found in thirteen of the twenty articles.
This is similar to the second move in Swales’ 1990 model. [t
concerns a problem which has spurred the writer into carrying
out the presenL research. This movc is realised in the following
ways

3.2.2.1 Inadequate facilitics for trcatment

‘Inadequate facihtics for trcatment’ is found in three articles.
An example is given below

Conscequently, the few menopause clinics which exist are
vastly oversubscribed wath a potential deterioration in
the level of care offered (Garnctt, 1991 128)

3.2.2.2 Failure/limitation of trcatment

‘Failure/limitation of trcatment’ is present in five articles. It is
found when the writer describes a trcatment which has failed
in the past or which has been found to be inadequate in some
way. An example is given below

With external beam therapy alone, high radiation dose
to the tumour bed cannotl be achieved without producing
considerable long-term effecls to the breast (Davidson,
1990 175)

3.2.2.3 Lack of literaturec

‘Lack of literature’ is found in only four articles. It states that
there is insufficient research material in the area discussed. An
example is given below

Most of these data were obtained from retrospective studics
{Oakeshott and Huni, 1989) of limited valuc to current
obstctric practice, and Lhese complications and harmful
effects may not be so common when only a single
anliconvulsant drug is used (Nakanc ct al, 1980; Lindout
et al, 1984) (Hunter, 1990:484)
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3.2.2.4 Lack of knowledge of treatment

‘Lack of knowledge of treatment’ appears in only two articles. It
specifies that the extent of a treatment is not yet known. One
of the examples is given below

Wound infection has been reduced by the advent of
prophylactic antibiotics but their role in the prevention
of anastomotic dehiscence is not so clear {Duthie, 1990:169),

323 Move 3

The third main move is usually found at the end of the introduction.
It 1s found in all but one of the articles examined. [n this move
the writer gives a brief mention of the present study and may
describe the method of management or treatment of a disease
that the wriLer believes should be brought to the readers’ attention.
[t may outline the method of investigation used and why that
particular method was choscen This move 1s realised in three of
the following different ways

3.2.3.1 Purpose of the study

‘Purpose of the study’ 1s found 1n si1x articles. [t states the aims
of the research and why it is being carried out. An example is
given below

This study was undertaken to determine the effect of
fasting on diabelics, and the control of their diabetes
during the fasting month and to evaluate dietary alierations
that could influence the diebetic control (Mafauzy, 1990-14).

3.2.3.2 Introducing present rescareh

‘Introducing present research'is a common move found in eleven
articles. It briefly describes what the present research is about.
An example 1s given below

This paper is a retrospective analysis of one surgeon’s
(P.B3.) mastoid surgery over a 6-year period (1983-9) (Blake,
1991:914).

3.2.3.3 Extension of previous research

‘Extension of previous research’ appears in only twae articles. It
concerns the application of a technique to a different area or
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situation from that already carried out in the past. An example
is given below

This paper describes our experience al wire-guided balloon
dilatation of colorectal strictures, which we have termed
balloon coloplasty (Banerjee, 1991 136).

From theabove findings, the following model for introductions
in medical articles is proposed. The three main moves will be
referred to as the 3 Ps which are Stating the PREMISE, Stating
the PROBLEM and Stating the PROPOSAL.

The 3 Ps model for Introductions in medical articles
Stating the PREMISE

Demand for treatment (A1)

Emphasizing importance (A2,5,6, 7, 15, 16 and 18)
Providing background information (A3, 12 and 14)
Description of a disease (A4,6,9, 11, 15, 16, 19 and 20)
Reference to previous research (A4, 8,10, 12, 16, 17 and 18)
Description oftreatment (A4,5,10, 16,17 and 20)

| R —

LI i 4

Stating the PROBLEM.

1. Inadequate facilities for treatment (A1, 2 and 6)

2. Failure/limitation oftreatment (A4, 10,16, 19 and 20)
3. Lack of literature (A5, 7, 14 and 18)

4. Lack ofknowledge of treatment (A8 and 12)

Stating the PROPOSAL:
1. Purpose of the study (A1, 12, 14, 16, 17 and 18)

2. Introducing present research (A2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16,
19 and 20)

3. Extension of previous research {A4 and 17)
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Table 1 shows the occurrence of the 3 Ps in the articles examined.

Table 1: The 8 P8 in 20 medical articles

Writer of article Premise Problem  Proposal
1. T Garnett et al + + +
2. CSJ Probert et al + + +
3. SE Evans ef al + - +
4, AK Banerjeeet al + + +
6. AR Cope et al + + +
6. HS Walia et al + + +
7 IMC Macintyre et al + + +
8. GS Duthieet af + + +
9. JF Keatinget al + +

10 NGP Davidson et al + + -

11  AY lzzidien et al + = -

12. AP Meagheret al + + +

13 P Blake et a!l — - +

14. M Mafauzy et al + + +

15. SC Nget al € = +

16 K Kemper et al + + +

17 S Luneet al + - +

18 RW Hunter ef al + + +

19 AL Widdison et al + + +

20 D O'Leary et al + - +
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The order in which the moves appear is as follows (A:article)-

Al  PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSAL

A2 PROBLEM PREMISE PROPOSAL

A3 PREMISE PROPOSAL

A4 PREMISE PROBLEM PREMISE PROPOSAL
A5 PREMISE PROBLEM PREMISE PROPOSAL
A6 PREMISE PROBILEM PROPOSAL

A7 PREMISEPROBJLEMPROPOSAL

A8 PREMISE PROBLEM PREMISE PROPOSAL
A9 PREMISLE PROPOSAL

Al0 PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSAL

All PREMISE

Al12 PREMISE PROBLEM PROP(OSAL

Al13 PROPOSAL

Ai4 PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSAL

A15 PREMISE PROPOSAL

Al6 PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSAL

Al17 PREMI(SE PROPOSAL

A18 PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSAL

A19 PREMISE PROBLEM PROPOSALI,

A20 PREMISE PROBLEM PREMISE PROBIL.EM PROPOSAL

Nine articles have all threec moves in the omder of PREMISE-
PROBIL.LEM-PROPOSAL.

Three articles have all three moves with recycling of move 1,
PREMISE-PROBLEM-PREMISE-PROPOSAL.

One article has all three moves with recycling of moves 1 and 2,
PREMISE-PROBLEM-PREMISE.-PROBLEM-PROPOSAL.

One article has all three moves in the order of PROBLEM-
PREMISE-PROPOSAL.

Four articles have only twe moves in the order of PREMISE-
PROPOSAL.

One article has only one move, PREMISE
One article has only ono move, PROPOSAL,
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The above findings reveal that Introductions usually begin
with ‘Stating the PREMISE' followed by ‘Stating the PROBLEM',
The PROBLEM with the PREMISE gives rise to the PROPOSAL
which usually states how the writer of the article intends to
solve the PROBLEM. ‘Stating the PROBLEM’ is absent in seven
articles. The absence of this move could arise from the absence
ofa review of previous research in move | ‘Stating the PREMISE'
and the naovelty of the research area,.

Recycling of moves 1 and 2 occur in four articles. Recycling
of move 1 could occur in the form of ‘description of treatment’
when the writer gives a description of an alternative treatment
to the one which has failed, before he proceeds to give a brief
mention of the present study Recycling of this move could also
be in the form of ‘reference to previous work’ relevant to the
PROBLEM mentioned earlier and which may suggest a solution
to the PROBLEM. Recycling of move 2 in the example found in
one of the articles takes the form of an additional problem to
the one already mentioned earlier.

The realisations of the three main moves do not always
appear in a fixed sequence. Some are mere cominunly found
than others and they are all optional The three main moves
always appear in the following order when they are present:
Stating the PREMISE- Stating the PROBLEM- Stating the
PROPQOSAL when they are all present. When one of them is
absent, the order of the other two is st:ll maintained.

3.3 The language of introductions

An examination of the language found in the moves mentioned
above revealed that certain grammatical constructions and lexis
are favoured in each of the moves in the introduction,

3.3.1 Stating the PREMISE

3.3.1.1 Emphasizing importuance

In this move, the writer attempts to establish the importance of
his research by indicating that his research can contribute to
an area that is of interest to others in his field or that it is of
some significance. He may also emphasize the rarity of his research
area. He does this by using the present perfect, for example,
‘has become’, the simple present tense, for example, ‘remain’
and the progressive passive,for example, ‘is being increasingly
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used’ Words like ‘rare’, ‘unusual’ and ‘obscure’ are also used. In
addition, the writer uses the superlative ‘most’ and the word
‘major’ to indicate importance.

The writer's attitude is expressed through the choice of these
words and through the use of evaluative adjectives such as
‘popular’ as he attemots fo persuade the reader te¢ place a high
value on his claims.

A noun phrase is made the theme in all the following examples
as the writer foregrounds the element that he wants to focus
on, for example, ‘mssen fundoplication’, ‘wound infection and
anastomotic leakage’ and ‘carotid tumours’

Examples of this move:

1. Nissenfundoplication has become the most popular surgical
procedure for the treatment of gastrooesophagecal reflux
{Macintyre, 1990.159)

2. Wound infeetion and anastomotic leakage remain the major
causes of morbidity afier colorectal surgery (Duthie, 1990°169).

Carotid body tumeurs are rare neoplasms (Keating, 199¢°172).

Local tumour excision and radical radiotherapy for early
carcinoma of the breast is being increasingly used as an
alternative to mastectomy (Bavidson, 1990°175).

5. Splenic abscess is an unusual and obscure clinical entity as
cvidenced by the absence of roports from a recent review of
540 intra-abdominal abscesses (Walia, 1990°154)

3.3.1 2 Description of disease/treatment

The simple present tense, the copula and the active voice are
found when the writer deseribes a discasc or a technique for
treatment. In almost all the examples given below, the writer
foregrounds the elements that are being described. A noun phrase
is made the theme of the sentence, for example, ‘splenic abscess’,
‘the digital forms of dilatation which are available’ and ‘cystic
lymphangiama’

Examples of this move

1. The digital forms of dilatation which are available include
digital dilatation, dilatation with rigid instruments and balloon
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dilatation, previously introduced endoscopically (Banerjee,
1991 136)

2. Splenic abscess follows an infection, hae matological disorders,
trauma or surgery {Walia, 1990-154)

3. Cystic lymphangiama is a benign endothelial-lined cystic
tumour of the lymphaltic system (fzzidien, 1990-178).

3.3.1.3 Providing background information

In this move the writer uses Lthe past passive, for example, ‘was
set up' as what he is describing took place in the past. The
writer provides the readers with a brief history of the place
where the operations which he will proceed to describe took
place or the reason why Lhe study was carried out or just provide
the readers with information that will help them understand
the rest of the article better

Examples of this move

1. In 1982 an arthography service was set up at Coventry and
Warwickshire liospital, which specializes in orthopaedics
and trauma (Evans, 1891-133).

2. Every year during the 9th month of the Muslim calendar-
the month of Ramadan- a Muslim is reguired to fast every
day from the beginning of dawn until dusk. In Malaysia,
the average duration of fasting is 13.5 hours and during
this period, a person is required to abstain from any oral
intake including medications. While Islam does not provide
for its followers with serious illness not to fast, most Muslim
diabeti¢s would choose to fast {(Mafauzy, 1990 14).

3.3.1.1 Reference to previous research

References are included in the introduction to emphasize that
the topic being discussed is an interesting, controversial and
currentone. References are always cited in the

numerals in sentence-final position and listed in full with the
names and initials of all authors at the end of the article in
numerical vmler Eilther Lhe simple passive, for example, "was
first introduced’ or the simple past, for example, ‘revealed’, 1s
used. The name of the author 15 sometimes mentioned v which
case either the active, for example, 'Taylor et al revealed’, or
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the passive voice, for example, Balloon dilatation was first introduced
by Gruntzig’, was used.

The writer of a medical text rarely creates a new field. Rather
his role is to augment or modify the existing body of texts in
the field. His goal in general is to write to an audience assumed
to be familiar with the existing body ef texts (Ard,1985:7)

Examples of this move are given below

1. Balloon dilatation was first introduced by Gruntzig for the
treatment of arterial stricturcs in 1976 and has been successfully
used in the treatmcnt of strictures elsewhere in the
gastrointcstinal tract including the oesophagus, pylorus, bile
ducts, ileum colon and rectum (Banerjee,1991.136).

2. In a recent defimitive study of venous anatomy involving
detailed dissection and radiegraphy of cadavers, Taylor et
al revealed a vast network of valveless, oscillating veins in
the face, scalp and many arcas of the neck (Meagher, 1991:903).

3.32 Stating the PROBLEM

The language of the functions found in this move is quite
similar enabling one description to be sufficient for all four
functions.

What appcars to stand out is that adjuncts such as
‘consequently’, ‘however’, ‘despite’ and ‘although’ are used to
show that the work that had been done earlier is inadequate.
Negative words such as ‘nene’, ‘few’, ‘little’, ‘no’ and ‘difficult’
arc found to emphasize this inadequacy The writer suggests
that some problem is unsolved or seme solution is unacceptable,
thereby preparing the readers for his proposal as to how the
problem should be solved.

The follewing are examples of this move

1. Consequently the fcw menopause clinics which exist are vastly
oversubscribed with a potential deterioratien in the level of
care offered (Gamett, 1991 128).

2. Other authors have attempted to quantify the value of accident
flying squads in trauma, but none has performed a similar
objective c¢valuation of their role in medical emergencies for
the last ten years (Cope, 1991:144).

148



Introdieetions in Medical Renenrch Articles

3. Despite this, remarkably httle is known about how the operation
works or aboul its efficacy in the long term (Macintyre,
1990:159)

4. No proper study on the effects of fasting in diabetes is available
aL present (Mafauzy, 1990-14)

3.3.3 Stating the PROPPOSAL

3.3.3.1 Purpose of the study

The writer indicates Lhe purpose ol his study by using a preposition
followed by a verb, for example, ‘to determine’, ‘to see' and ‘to
show' Either the active or the passive voice is used.

The following are examples of this move:

1, Weexamined a series of 150 patients referred to our Menopause
Clinic to determine how and why they came to be referred,
and the perceived attitudes of their GPs towards referral
and hormone replacement therapy (Garnett, 1991 128)

2. The present review was designed to see whether arthography
had any useful impact on the management of meniscal injuries

in the knee and. indircctly, saving of resources (Evans,
1991.133)

3. Asthe use of free flaps Lo reconstruct Lissue delects is increasing,
we undertook this study to show the pattern of venous drainage
of free flaps performed following ipsilateral radical neck
dissection (Meagher, 1991-903)

3.3.3.2 Introducing present research

In this move the writer uses either the simple present tense,
for example, ‘describes’ or the present perfect, for example, ‘have
conducted’ to introduce his work Lo the readers. The active or
passive voice is used for this purpose.

The following are examples of this move-

1. We report here an audil in which patients have been followed
prospectively for s period of 5 15 years after Nissen

fundopircation to assess the long-term symptomatic result
(Macintyre, 1990 159)
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2. We have conducted a survey of the current practice of bowel
preparation amongst general surgeons in Wales and the south-
west of England (Duthie, 1990°169).

3. This article reviews our experience of six cases of carotid
body tumours and then discusses some important features
of this unusual and interesting neoplasm (Keating, 1990°172).

4. This study evaluates the cosmic results of 80 breast carcinoma
patients treated with wide local exeision, external beam
radiotherapy and iridium-192 boost (Davidson, 1990-175).

3.3.3.3 Extension of previous research

The writer uses the simple present tense, for example, ‘describes’
to inform the readers that his work is a continuation of work
which has been done in the past. He may he using the same
treatment for a different condition or he may be doing the same
experiment as has been donc befere but in a different setting or
situation

Fxamples of this move are given below

1 This paper describes our experience at wire-guided balloon
dilatation of colorectal strictures, which we have termed
balloon coloplasty (Banerjee, 1991 136).

2. Nifedipine is the drug of choice in the treatment of severe
pregnancy induced hypertension in our department
(Lurie,1990:492).

An cxamination of all the moves in the PROPOSAL showed
that eight contained the third person pronoun ‘we’ and the remaining
eleven had the deictics ‘the’ or ‘this’ ‘We' and the active voice
are used by the writers to describe their own work and their
unique procedural choice, for example, ‘We have studied patients’
views...", and ‘We have conducted a survcy ’ The deictic and
the active voice are used in describing what the study is all
aboul, for example, ‘This paper describes. ’ and ‘This article
reviews, ’

4. PEDAGOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

Academic medical writing is subject to some constraints concerning
form and style. The requirements of the journal editor and the
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referee who represent the medical community apply to all papers.
This leads to a degree of standardization which suggests that
they share a common basic schema and similar structures. Students
who wish to write articles, in this case medical articles, have
clear targets or products in mind. They have to produce texts
which conform to certain specifications in terms of the sequencing
ofinformation and layout. As a result eflicient models for teaching
students to read and write academic discourse are needed. The
writing class must include some study of models or final products
in the form of written texts. Only if the students have had
exposure to their Larget-level texts, thusinternalising the model
or target, will they have a proper idea of how they should write.
At the same time students have to be assisted in the act of
writing itself

Work which has been done on academic texts suggests that
there is a need for direct teaching of the organization of research
papers and their rhetorical structures. It might be inferred from
these concerns that knowledge of a text’s structure and organization
aids comprehonsion and production of such texts.

The findings of previous studies and the present study reveal
that academic writing consists of moves which do not conform
to paragraph divisions Students who are learning how to write
an academic text will have to be made aware that there are
moves containing information in all the sections including the
introduction The information that they have needs to be divided
into these moves and there are ample linguistic clues in the
moves and their realisations that lie within the text. Students’
knowledge of the vocabulary and grammar will not be sufficient
for them to produce a good picce of academic writing,

Students can first be encouraged to look at the moves in
their reading of academic t.exts and then examine the rhetorical
functions in the text, Only then can they be made aware of the
linguistic features present.

By knowing how information is organized in the introduction,
the customary order of the moves and what is expected in the
writing of an introduction, the writer can consider what to omit
or add and what order to put the elements in In the process of
writing, the writer can examine the overall appearance of the
text that they have written and make the changes with the
model to assist them, and not just concentrate on the surface
features.

A predetermined framework may net pernmit writers to state
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their points as efficiently if there is & mismatch betwcen the
requirements of the genre and what necds to be said. This will
be because they are trying to fit their idcas into a predetermined
pattern. But if the model given to these students is a model
which has been derived from their own discipline, then this
problem should not srise as the model should be applicahle.
The model that is given here is only for articles written in the
field of medicine and will not be entirely suitable for use in
other fields.
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