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An Interpretation of Initiation Theme of
Zhang Guixing’s Novels

CHUA Geok Kwee
Institut Pendidikan Guru Malaysia (Kampus Sarawak)

Abstract

Since 1970, Zhang Guixing's literary writing can be divided into three periods, that
is, in the hometown of Borneo during the first try writing (1970-1976), after graduation
from Taiwan University, combined with the colour of Chinese old novel creation
transition period (1977-1995), then back to the late return of Borneo's rainforest Writing
(1996-2018). Many literary commentators often focus on Zhang Guixing's rainforest
writing in their researches, which is relatively neglected the early stages of creation.
However, Zhang Guixing's current novel is closely related to his youthful trial in Borneo,
leaving a trail of growth and variation in the process. From the perspective of Initiation
Story, this thesis will explore the novels of Zhang Guixing's early and transitional period.
This research will be focus on his early writing which were published in the local Borneo
newspaper "Miri Daily", the West Malaysia magazine, "Xue Bao, "Jiao Feng" , as well
as his novels as the research object, focused on his literature in the Borneo period.

Keywords: Zhang Guixing, Borneo, initiation story, initiation theme
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