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Al-Sifat al-Khabariyyah According to
al-Nasafi (d. 710) in His Exegesis

Abstract
The article discusses the thought of al-Nasafi al-Maturidi on al-sifat al-
khabariyyah which are the words of anthropomorphism such as hand,
face, eye, calf, al-istiwa’ and al-ityan and ect., whether is it categorized
as al-muhkam or al-mutashabih. Those attributes has been extensively
debated from time to time. The article concludes that Imam al-Nasafi in
understanding al-sifat al-khabariyyah has his own stance similar to the
previous scholars of al-Maturidiyyah and al-Asha‘irah against the
opposite point of view as al-Mujassimah and al-Hashawiyyah and those

! Qaddamtu hadhihi al-Magalah fi al-Mu‘tamar al-Iqlimi Hawl Juhad al-
Asha‘irah wa al-Maturidiyyah fi Khidmah al-‘Aqidah al-Islamiyyah al-
Mun‘aqad bi Kuliyyah Usil al-Din, Jami‘ah al-Sultan al-Sharif ‘Ali al-
Islamiyyah 19-2- August 2015.
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who follow their thought. Al-Nasafi believed that he should follow the
path of al-fa ‘wil in the understanding of al-sifat al-khabariyyah to purify
Allah from having the likeness and similarity of the beings in accordance
to al-muhkam of Quranic verses. There is nothing like unto Him, and He
is the Hearing, the Seeing. Surah al-Shira 42:1. He has pointed out the
verses which in the sense show a similarity between Allah and the beings
with other meanings that are appropriate and worthy to Allah .And he did
not turn away the utterances of anthropomorphism as said by the al-
mubtadi ‘ah, but he turned them away because of their impossible
attributes to Allah — purifying Allah from time, space and body- also by
rejecting the utterances and sentences as can be found in the Arabic
language by denying the affliction terms, and refuted all improper
utterances, or which gives misconceptions of Allah .At the same time, he
does not deny their meaning that Allah himself wants.

Keywords:  al-sifar  al-khabariyyah,  al-Nasafi,  al-Maturidsi,
anthropomorphism, interpretation, transcendence
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Lagad intagada al-Imam Ibn al-Jawzi kulla man samma al-Mudaf ila Allahi
Ta‘ala sifat min khilal sab‘ah awjuh haithu qala: “Wa qad waqa‘a ghalat al-
Musannifin alladhina dhakartuhum fI sab‘ah awjuh: Ahaduha annahum
sammi al-akhbar sifat, wa innama hiya idafat, wa laysa kullu mudaf sifah. Fa
innahu qala Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala wanafakhtu fihi min rahi (safhah: 71), wa
laysa li Allah sifat tusamma rahan. Fagad ibtada’a man samma al-mudaf sifat.
Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman bin al-Jawzi al-Hanbali Ibn al-Jawzi, Daf*u
Shubah al-Tashbih bi Akaffi al-Tanzih, tahqiq: Hasan al-Saqgaf (Beirut: Dar
al-Imam al-Rawwas, 2007), 4:104. tab‘ah 4.
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3 Abi Mansir ‘Abd al-Qahir bin Tahir bin Muhammad al-Baghdadi, al-Farqu
bayna al-Firag wa bayan al-Firqah al-Ngjiyah (Beirut: Dar al-Afaq al-
Jadidah, 1977), 2:214.

4 Unzur ‘Adud al-Din ‘Abd al-Rahman bin Ahmad al-Iji, al-Mawagif, tahqiq:
‘Abd al-Rahman ‘Umayrah (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 1997), 3:715-716.
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® Abu al-Barakat ‘Abd Allah bin Ahmad bin Mahmid al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-
Nasafi al-Musamma Madarik al-Tanzil wa Haqa'iq al-Ta wil, Haggqagahu wa
kharraja Ahadithahu: Yasuf ‘All Badawi, Raja‘ahu wa qaddama lahu: Muhyi
al-Din Dib Mista (Beirut: Dar al-Kalam al-Tib, 1998), 1:24
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6 Abu al-Barakat ‘Abd Allah bin Ahmad bin Mahmid al-Nasafi, Shark al-
‘Umdah fi ‘Aqa’id Ahl al-Sunnah wa al-Jama‘ah, tahqig.Abd Allah
Muhammad ‘Abd Allah Isma‘il (n.p: Maktabah al-Azhariyyah li al-Turath,
2012), 1:166.
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" Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasafi, 2:357.

Unzur al-Maturidi, al-Tawhid, tahqiq: Fath Allah Khalif (al-Iskandariyyah:
Dar al-Jami‘at al-Misriyyah, n.d.), 69.

Abt Mansar Muhammad bin Muhammad al-Maturidi, al-Tawhid, tahqiq: Fath
Allah Khalif, 1:77-78.
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0 Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasafr, 1:237.
1 Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasafr, 1:237.
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2" Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasaft, 1:238-239.
¥ Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasaft, 573.
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Y Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasaft, T4.

% Wa fi hadith nuzal al-wahy: “Fa masaha ‘anhu al-Ruhada”, huwa ‘Araq
yaghsilu al-jilda li kathratihi, wa kathiran ma yusta‘malu fi ‘araq al-humma
wa al-marad. Majd al-Din Abu al-Sa‘adat al-Mubarak bin Muhammad al-
Shaybani al-Jazar Ibn al-Athir, Al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa al-Athar,
tahqiq: Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi & Mahmad Muhammad al-Tanahi (Beirut: al-
Maktabah al-‘Tlmiyyah, 1979), 2:208.
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Al-Bayhaqi, al-Asma‘ wa al-Sifat, Haqgagahu wa kharraja ahadithahu wa
‘allaga ‘alayh: ‘Abd Allah bin Muhammad al-Hashidi, gaddama lahu: Mugbil
bin Hadi al-Wadi‘1 (Jeddah: Maktabah al-Sawadi, 1993), 2:304-305.

" “Abd Allah bin Wahab bin Muslim al-MisrT al-Qurashi, thiqah hafiz ‘abid,
mata sanah sab‘a wa tis‘ln wa mi’ah. Unzur ‘Abd Allah Shams al-Din |-
Dhahabi, Mizan al-1'tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal, tahqiq: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi
(Beirut: Dar al-Ma‘rifah 1i al-Tiba‘ah wa al-Nashr, 1963), 2:521.Wa Unzur:
Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Taqrib al-Tahdhib, tahqiq: Muhammad ‘Awwamah
(Syria: Dar al-Rashid, 1986), 328.

8 Abii al-Muzaffar al-Asfarayini, al-Tabsir fi al-Din wa Tamyiz al-Firqah al-
Najiyah ‘an al-Firaq al-Halikin, tahqiq: Kamal Yasuf al-Hat (Lebanon:

. ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1983), 161-162.

1

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, al-Tamhid lima fi al-Muwagta’ min al-Ma ‘ani wa al-Asanid,
tahgiq: Mustafa bin Ahmad al-‘Alawi & Muhammad ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Bakri
(Maghribi: Wizarah ‘Umum al-Awqaf wa al-Shu’tn al-Islamiyyah, n.d.),
7:151.
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tahqiq: Ahmad bin Sa‘ad bin Hamdan al-Ghamidi (Saudi Arabia: Dar al-
Taybah, 2003), 3:441-442.

Unzur Sayf bin ‘Aliyy al-‘Asri, al-Qawl al-Tamam bi Ithbat al-Tafwid
Madhhaban li al-Salafi al-Kiram (Amman: Dar al-Fath li al-Dirasat wa al-
Nashr, 2010), 289.

Taqi al-Din Ahmad Ibn Taymiyyah, Dar’u Ta‘arud al-‘Aqli wa al-Naqli,
tahqiq: Muhammad Rashad Salim (Saudi Arabia: Jami‘ah al-Imam
Muhammad bin Sa‘td al-Islamiyyah, 1991), 1:278.
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1991), 4: 189-190.

24 Abii Ahmad Muhammad Aman bin ‘Ali Jami ‘Ali, al-Hukmu ‘ald al-Shay’
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2 Rawa al-Mufassirun anna al-Ayah nazalat fi Yahtidi ismuhu Finhas, qala: Inna
yada Allah maghlulah. Bi qasd al-shakwa min al-diq halah al-Yahadi al-
Igtisadiyyah ba‘da ‘an kant fi buhbuhat wa sa‘ah. Wa al-riwayah lam tarid fi
al-Sihah. Muhammad ‘lzzat Darwazah, al-Tafsir al-Hadith (Cairo: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-*Arabiyyah, 1970), 9:174.

% Muhammad ‘lzzat, al-Tafsir al-Hadith, 91:459.
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37 Al-Nasafi, Tafstr al-Nasafi, 3:396.

% Al-Nasafi, Tafsir al-Nasafi, 3:192.

¥ (Ta‘liq Shu‘ayb al-Arnaiit): Isnaduhu da‘if jiddan. Ibrahim bin Hisham bin
Yahya bin Yahya al-Ghassani al-Dimashqi, qala Aba Hatim: Kadhdhab. Abu
Hatim Muhammad ibn faisal al-Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti Ibn Hibban, Sakih
Ibn Hibban bi Tartib Ibn Balban, tahqiq: Shu‘ayb al-Arnaat (Beirut:
Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 1993), bab Dhikr al-Istihbab li al-mar’a an yakiina
lahu min kulli khayrin hazzun raja’a al-Takhallus fi al-“Uqgba bi shay’i minha,
ragam al-hadith: 321, 2:76.
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