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Abstract
The issue of intellectual and civilizational backwardness ‘takhalluf’ is one of the most
important issues debated in the modern Islamic discourse, especially in the early twentieth
centuries. What are the factors underneath the decline of the Muslim Ummah?How it affect its
present conditions?, and how to resolve the problem and bring about strategic
transformation to this current situation? This article attempts to investigate the issue from
Muhammad al-Ghazzali’s scholarly insight, focusing on some of main factors deliberated by
al-Ghazzalt as significant factors to Muslim decline and backwardness in the intellectual and
civilizational realms. Al-Ghazzali identified two major causes of decadence, namely internal
as well external factors. Al-Ghazzalt also offers his intellectual insights on remedies for the
crisis towards the betterment of Muslim nations.
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I Al-Faruqi, Ismail, Islamization of Knowledge: General Principles and Work Plan (Washington: IIIT, 1985),
11.

2 Al-‘Imran 4:110.

3 Mazheruddin Siddiqi, Modern Reformist Thought in the Muslim World (Pakistan: Islamic Research
Institute, 1982), 101-104.
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4 Fahmi Jad’an, Usus al-Tagaddum ‘Inda Mufakkiri al-Islam (Beirit: al-Muassasah al-‘Arabiyyah li al-
Dirasat wa al-Nashr, 1981), 9.

> Fahmi Jad’an, Usus al-Taqaddum ‘Inda Mufakkiri al-Islam (Beirit: al-Muassasah al-‘Arabiyyah li al-
Dirasat wa al-Nashr, 1981), 9.

¢ Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al-‘Aql (Herndon, Virginia: al-Ma’ahad
al-‘Alami li al-fikr al-Islami, 1991), 190.

7 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Kayfa Nata’amal Ma’al-Quran (Herndon, Virginia: (Khaldun n.d) (Allah 1955)
(al-Bahi 1975) (Osman 1965) al-Ma’ahad al-‘Alami li al-Fikr al-Islami, 1991), 190-191.

8 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 4.
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9  Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 7.

10" Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 27.

1" “Abd al-Rahman Ibn Muhammad Ibn Khaldiin, Muqaddimah (Mesir: Matba’ah Mustafa Muhammad, n.d)
147. Compare the study of Gustave E.von Grunebaum, Taathur al-Umam al-Islamiyyah bi Madaniyyah al-
Gharb wa Nazariyyah al-Istimdad al-Thaqafi, in: Muhammad Khalaf Allah, al-Thaqafah al-Islamiyyah wa
al-Hayah al-Mu’asirah; Buhiith wa Dirasat al-Islamiyyah (Mesir: Maktabah al-Nahdah al-Misriyyah, 1955),
185.

12 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fiki fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 28.
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13 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikii fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 12.

14 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikei fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa ‘al-‘Aql, 32.

15 Muhammad al-Bahi, al-Fikr al-Islami al-Hadith wa Silatuhu bi al-Isti’'mar al-Gharbi(‘ Abidin:Maktabah

Wahbah, 1975), 76. See the echo of the discourse in : Anwar al-Jundi, al-‘Alam al-Islami wa al-Isti’mar al-

Siyast wa al-Iqtisadi wa al-Thaqafi (Dar al-Ma’rifah, 1970) 170. Albert Hourani, Arabic Thought in the

Liberal Age 1798-1939 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1984), 120. Nikki R, Keddie, An Islamic

Response to Imperialism (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983), 123.

Amin, Osman, “Muhammad Abduh — Islamic Modernist” in The Contemporary Middle East, Benjamin &

Joseph S. Syzliaiwez ed. (New York : Random House, 1965), 164.

17" H.A.R. Gibb, Modern Trends in Islam (New York: Octagon Books, 1972), 339.

18 Charles C. Adams, Islam and Modernism in Egypt- A Study of the Modern Reform Movement Inaugurated
By Muhammad Abduh (New York: Russell & Russell, 1968), (al-Majzub n.d) (Ushama 1995) (al-Kattani
1992) (al-Ghazzali, Humum Da'iyah n.d) (Hasan 1994) (al-Ghazzali, Huquq al-Insan bayn Ta'alim al-Islam
wa 'Ilan al-Umam al-Muttahidah 1993) (al-Ghazzali, al-Tariq Min Huna 1992) (al-Ghazzali, Al-Islam wa al-
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Taqat al-Mu'attilah 1983) (al-Ghazzali, Ma'rakah al-Mushaf fi al-'Alam al-Islami 1971) (Kaloti n.d.) (S. A.
Kaloti 1974) (Safran 1961) (Sa'ad 1993) (Zaydan 1982) (Marsot 1984) ('Ali 1968) (Lutsky 1971),132.

19 Muhammad Salih al-Marakisyi, Tafkir Muhammad Rasyid Rida Min Khilal Majallah al-Manar (al- Jazair:
al-Muassasah al-Wataniyyah li al-Kitab, 1985), 13.

20 Muhammad Salih al-Marakisy1, Tafkir Muhammad Rasyid Rida Min Khilal Majallah al-Manar, 57.

2l Muhammad Rasyid Rida, al-Wahy al-Muhammadr (al-Qahirah: Matba’ah Dar Nahdah, 1956), 11.

22 Emad el-Din Shahin, Through Muslim Eyes, M. Rasyid Rida and the West (Herndon, USA: 11IT,1993), 4.

23 Muhammad Rasyid Rida, “Ahl al-‘Ilm wa al-Ta’lim”, al-Manar 36.1 (1988), 697.

24 Muhammad al-Majziib, ‘Ulama’ wa Mufakkirin ‘Arafiuhum (Dar al-Syawaf, n.d), 267. See also

Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Qissah Hayah, in: Islamiyyah al-Ma'rifah (Kuala Lumpur: IIIT), Year 3, no 7,

January 1997.

Thameem Ushama, Hasan al Banna Vision and Mission (Kuala Lumpur: A.S.Nordeen, 1995), 38.
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26 Muhammad al-Kattani, Jadal al- ‘Aql wa al-Naql fi Manahij al-Tafkir al-Islami (Dar al-Thaqgafah, 1992),
487.

27 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al-‘Aql, 12.

28 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Kayfa Nata’amal Ma’al Quran, 23.

2 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turdthuna al-Fikit fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al- ‘Aql, 46.
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30 Ghafir 24: 65-64.
31 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turdthuna al-Fiki fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al- ‘Aql, 47.
32 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, al-Tarig Min Huna, 29.
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Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Kayfa Nata’amal Ma’al Quran (Virginia: 1T, 1991), Nahwa Tafsir Mawdui’

(Kaherah: Dar al-Syurtiq, 1996).
3% Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Humim Da’iyah (Kaherah: Dar Thabit li al-Nashr wa al-Tawz7’), 32.
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35 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-FikeT fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al-‘Aql, 10.

36 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikei fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al- ‘Agl, 24-25.

37 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, al-Tariq Min Huna, 87.

38 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al-‘Aql, 89.

3 Muhammad Kamal Hasan, , “The Islamic Worldview”, in Towards a Positive Islamic Worldview:
Malaysian and American Perceptions, ed. Abdul Monir Yaacob & Ahmad Faiz Abdul Rahman (Kuala
Lumpur: IKIM, 1994), 12-33.

Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Huqiiq al-Insan Bayn Ta’alim al-Islam wa I’lan al-Umam al- Muttahidah
(Iskandariah: Dar al-Da’wah, 1993), 205.

40

131



Noor Amali, The Issue

22 Jis Sl o 0L OF s al) Ol dl) ogb L 3D L) Lad
) Wiy el Ylg Bl me OLSYl oSLaa) Tl o a3l plagyl e o 3 st
3 o iy o il Bl Ll of Ml s 1S byl 6 8 S 815Y Rl
s st S g 8Ly Ol I B o ol B 1) Aoy Bal) odn OF sy 3Ly 05 2,00
S b Ll Ol seb 1S FEL 0L ) e 0By Sl e s L) o) oSGl
P 0lt o Ol seb b Al aplie dd ey e f JU) s

Sl Sl ad Ol & b e ale Y wly 2TE 5 Ay e JW) gl b LS
oeilly LA B DLyl by Latie $l3g A dabae Jo s ) Lo panal Gl sl
B wlaal ey P op Yy s lede Do ¥ el darss il SUIS; (0,1 sbe e
G o ) 55y b)) OLesYl Cap s O Sy csilomting Jall ol e DL 330ixul
S5 33 o5 ish Ul W Lesed c0pSUly 0Ll o L B e A & oL
st g (33)i500Y 18T s (32) Bl Judiy (31) Wiess el ke 521 (30) Lk
28 oY A o Baeit Suted sl palig sl g o0 Eagh
4140585 538 e U5 & . BT G 53T 5 2805 s (13)0,la

BA ods oy a5 T el Gpeledl OD)) L 5 gy e BT sey S
QW paals 3O (3 B gty = 05S0ly DL g ALl Bl gy Ak — eyl
Ladly Ladl S ol B 28 BB 2yl 21 Ll e b g by ddinly el
Feslin b Lo i ajpsS” Jand Lapad & 201 0F 6 o0 5 £ 5 o b )5 Yy ol
Slle 3 gl gl Lol @l Jled o)) Olaly HO((sby 5T wdlad Wy
O3l wand pding Oglan Vg g D55 Oant Yy pedde 8 peler LI SO 3 2 Y)
T (e ool 85 o, o oS8 O] 1B ol U alsnals

41
42

Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Hugqiiq al-Insan, 207.

Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Hugqiiq al-Insan, 208.

43 Muhammad al-Ghazzali, Turathuna al-Fikei fi Mizan al-Syar’i wa al-‘Aql, 20.

44 Al-Nazi’at 30: 30-33.

4 Al-Nahl 14: 13.
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Press, 1984), 55.
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Tarjamah wa al-Nashr, 1968) 1/373.
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(al-'Ulwani 1997), 73.
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(Beirut: Dar Beirut li al-Tiba’ah wa al-Nashr, 1953). See also Manahij al-Mustasyriqin fi al-Dirasat al-
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137



Noor Amali, The Issue

Aol 3 s s laly (o S gl (3 cnaseas BB dom)h) algadl OF - 3 Wb Wl Y gl
Lalal e 8 Ul 0 e 2ol 291 adie e abodl () Bloy S5y dgpal) Syl
o 5 ey ol ledlsey Laysel by Jalsall S ) alminl 3y ads Il Jalsal) ST
S o 136 g 2V a1 e 3L OF a Cdban 3oy el ol O 0 et o)
g @\;s Cl"

ossll o Jowgl) Jol & G (gl wilelaily 1T (3 Aol (s L3 OIS0
Bl s Lylael R 2edd) Opaall) oasl gl alamy ol agak gllll @il cle
I Ul i) Cadsa cg BeedloYl il gy n Lislazely L B Y1 S Y g BISG e U a8
SleaiVly dalal Lgandlsy g ) &1t SIS e slaxel 4] Al a2l sledy Osdgall aclsl Lo G
Sl adlly el s ga DY 0T e Jodll aST (sllly Lagie Bay e L)) OS5, b o)
by b e e Ll ety POVl AN B llane (i Gdly mad b oy puidly

Bibliography

Adams, Charles C. 1968. Islam and Modernism in Egypt- A Study of the Refom Movement
Inaugurated by Muhammad Abduh. New York: Rusell & Russell.

al-Bahi, Muhammad. 1975. Al-Fikr al-Islami al-Hadith wa Silatuhu Bi al-Istimar al-Gharbi.
'Abidin: Maktabah Wahbah.

al-Faruqi, Ismail. 1985. Islamization of Knowledge-General Principles and Work Plan.
Washington: IIIT.

al-Ghazzali, Muhammad. 1983. A/-Islam wa al-Taqat al-Mu'attilah. " Abidin: Dar al-Kutub al-
Timiyyah.

—. 1992. al-Tarig Min Huna. al-Qahirah: Dar al-Syarq.

—. n.d. Humum Da'iyah. Kaherah: Dar Thabit lil al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi'.

—. 1993. Huquq al-Insan bayn Ta'alim al-Islam wa 'llan al-Umam al-Muttahidah.
Iskandariah: Dar al-Da'wah.

—. 1996. Jura'at Jadidah min al-Haqq al-Murr. al-Qahirah: Nahdah Misr 1i al-Tiba'ah .

—. 1991. kayfa Nata'amal Ma'a al-Quran. Herndon, Virginia: al-Maahad al-'Alami li al Fikr
al-Islami.

—. 1971. Ma'rakah al-Mushaf fi al-'Alam al-Islami. Misr: Dar al-Kutub al-Hadithah.

—. 1991. Turathuna al-Fikri fi Mizan al-Syar'i wa al-'Aql. Herndon, Virginia: al-Maahad al-
'Alami li al-Fikr al-Islami.

'Ali, Muhammad Kurd. 1968. al-Islam wa al-Hadarah al-'Arabiyyah. al-Qahirah: Matba'ah
Lajnah Ta'lif wa al-Tarjamah wa al-Nashr.

al-Kattani, Muhammad. 1992. jadal al-'Aql wa al-Nagql fi Manahij al-Tafkir al-Islami. Dar al-
Thaqafah.

Allah, Muhammad Khalaf. 1955. Al-Thaqafah al-Islamiyyah wa al-Hayah al-Mu'asirah.
Mesir: Maktabah al-Nahdah al-Misriyyah.

al-Majzub, Muhammad. n.d. 'Ulama wa Mufakkirun 'Araftuhum. Dar al-Syawaf.

138



Jurnal Usuluddin 50 (2) 2022: 123-140

al-Marakisyi, Muhammad salih. 1985. Tafkir Muhammad Rasyid Rida min Khilal Majallah
al-Manar. al-Jazair: al-Muassassah al-Wataniyyah i al-Kitab.

al-'Ulwani, Taha Jabir. 1997. “Syeikhuna Muhammad al-Ghazzali Rahimahullah wa Safahat
Min Hayatih,” Islamiyyah al-Ma'rifah 5.

Gibb, H.A.R. 1972. Modern Trends in Islam. New York: Octagon Books.

Hasan, Muhammad Kamal. 1994. “The Islamic Worldview.” In Towards a Positive Islamic
Worldview.: Malaysian and American Perceptions, by Abdul Monir Yaacob & Ahmad
Faiz Abdul Rahman, 12-33. Kuala Lumpur: IKIM.

Hitti, Philip. 1953. “al-Ittijah al-Hadith fi al-Islam.” In Al-Islam fi Nazar al-Gharb, by Ishaq
Musa al-Husayni (trans), 397. Beirut: Dar Beirut li al-Tiba'ah wa al-Nashr.

Jad'an, Fahmi. 1981. Usus al-Tagaddum 'Inda Mufakkiri al-Islam. Beirut: al-Muassassah al-
'Arabiyyah li al-Dirasat wa al-Nashr.

Kaloti, Sami 'Abdullah. n.d.

Kaloti, Sami Abdullah. 1974. The Reformation of Islam and the Impact of Jamaluddin al-
Afghani and Muhammad 'Abduh on Islamic Education. Marquette University .

Khaldun, *Abd al-Rahman Ibn Muhammad Ibn. n.d. Mugaddimah. Mesir: Matba'ah Mustafa
Muhammad.

Lutsky, Vladimir Borisovich. 1971. Tarikh al-Aqtar al-'Arabiyyah al-Hadithah. Moscow: Dar
al-Taqaddum.

Marsot, “Affaf Lutfi al-Sayyid. 1984. Egypt in the Reign of Muhammad 'Ali. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Osman, Amin. 1965. “Muhammad Abduh-Islamic Modernist.” In The Contemporary Middle
East, by benjamin & Joseph S. Syzliaiwez, 164. New York: Random House.

Rida, Muhammad Rasyid. 1956. al-Wahy al-Muhammadi. al-Qahirah: Matba'ah dar Nahdah.

Sa'ad, Husayn. 1993. Bayn al-Asalah wa al-Taghrib fi al-Ittijahat al-"llmaniyyah ‘inda Ba'd
al-Mufakkirin al-"Arab al-Muslimin fi Misr. Beirut: al-Muassassah al-Jami'iyyah 1i al-
Dirasah wa al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi'.

Safran, Nadav. 1961. Egypt in Search of Political Community: 1804-1952. Cambridge:
Harvard University Press.

Shahin, Emad el-Din. 1993. Through Muslim Eyes-M Rasyid Rida and the West. Herndon,
USA: IIIT.

Siddiqi, Mazheruddin. 1982. Modern Reformist Thought in the Muslim World. Pakistan:
Islamic Research Institute.

Ushama, Thameem. 1995. Hasan al-Banna Vision and Mission. Kuala Lumpur: A.S Nordeen.

Zaydan, Jurji. 1982. Tarikh Misr al-Hadith. Beirut: Dar al-Jil.

139



Noor Amali, The Issue

140



