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Background

During the first two decades of the twentieth century, the communist
wave had entered China, and was slowly replacing western
democratic and socialist beliefs. One of the prominent figures in the
May Fourth Movement, Ch’en Tu-hsiu' (1879-1942), beg_an dlsmayed
with western ideals, and tried to adapt the idea of Marxism to China.
With his influence and with help of the Communism International or
the Comintern (CI),? the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)dw;s fset :Ii
in July 1921. It aimed to overthrow foreign 1r-nper1all§m. and the eue ra1t
warlords, in order to unify China and establish a socialist governm

under proletariat rule. -
BIZfore it could achieve this objective, the CI had ordered the

33 i i
CCP to cooperate with the Koumintang (KMT) mt;euclg.tsdef;gg;
The CI sent its messengers to China to co—ordmhat:;’l o res%lved, 5
between these two parties. When allp roblem}?’ l: received Russia’s
Sun-Joffe manifesto was released in 1923, whic

g tional unification and
support of Sun Yat-sen’s struggle for na ltion fosioan e

independence of China.* The official co-operﬁ el
and the KMT was officially sealedlat2 the
Reorganisation Conference of January, :
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The United Front and the Opposition

The road to this United Front was rocky. Originally, t_he CCP opposeq
any collaboration with the KMT. They did not beh.eve in Sun Yat-
sen® (1866 ~1925) after the failure of the 1911 revolution. The KMT’s
image among the young Chinese intellectuals had deteriorated.
Furthermore, the KMT was a bourgeois party, and had very different
aims from the CCP. The KMT would confront their aim to create 3
socialism government.

However, the Second Congress of the CI had adopted Lenin’s
thesis to support the national movement that was led by the
bourgeoisie. The Congress of the Toilers of the East Asia in January
21, 1922, also took the same stand. This situation forced the CCP to
follow the same line. At the Second Congress of the CCP, they had
adopted the proposal to form an alliance with the KMT, in effect a
two-party alliance.” But Sun rejected the CCP policy. The CI changed
tack and touted the CCP cadres to join the KMT as individuals, thus
conducting their activities under the aegis of the KMT individually.*

The problem here was the question of how the United Front

should come about? Should their ploy be extra-party co-operation,
or inter-party co-operation? By joining the KMT as individuals, the
CCP’s members might have been confused. According to Chang Kuo-
t'ao” (1897 - 1979), joining the KMT could not be compared with the
Western European Communist movement.” This deadlock had lead
the CI despatched Hendricus Sneevliet (Maring) to “advice” the
Chinese communist to joining the KMT to form the United Front."
However, under pressure from Maring the CCP accepted as an
irrevocable decision from the CI the need to join the KMT on an
individual basis. Before the CCP accepted this proposal, Ch’en had
demanded an oath of allegiance to Sun personally, and signing of the
oath with their fingerprints must be revoked."

As this problem had eroded, the CI gave several guidelines for
the CCP to enter the KMT. The CCP had been warned not to merge
with the KMT or “fold up its own banner.” Membership in the KMT
should not be entered into if it would mean an effacement of the
special political characteristics of the CCP. They also had been urged

American, and Japanese imperialism.1? Lastly, as the vanguard 0
the proletariat, it was her role to lead the proletarian movement.
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Lenin’s Thesis

A main reason behmq the CI’s order to the CCP to enter the Uni
Front with the KMT lies in Lenin’s thesis to th S e e
the Clin July 19 - August 6, 1920. Lenin h:d R Congress. 2
attempted to generalise a strategy for revglreg arec} St
heterogeneous area of “backward and Colonial’?clc?n :r? 2, sk ang
China, Persia, Africa and the Dutch Indies.* Accorc;lirxlmgnfs ;SSC lti(:lsrilsg
he-called for a world-wide struggle against imperialism, and a close
alh-ance of all national and colonial movements with Soviet Russia.
This r_novement would be lead by bourgeois-democratic elements in
colonial and backward countries, and the Communist Parties and
the CI must support these movements.’” This action had to be taken
due to thg conditions prevailing in backward and colonial countries
that had limited industries. It was impossible to apply a dialectical
theory to these countries. Entering the bourgeois liberation
movements were deemed a desirable measure.

' It also urged the Communist Parties to enter into an alliance
with the national bourgeois-democracies in colonial and backward
countries, but not merge with them. In addition, the Communist
Parties should preserve the independence of the national proletarian
movements, even in its most rudimentary form.” However, Lenin’s
thesis was criticised by Manabendra Nath Roy' (1887-1954). As a
compromise, Maring'® (1883-1942) informed the Congress that the
term “bourgeois-democratic movement” would be changed to
“revolutionary national-liberation movement.”"” This term can be
defined as those “whose leaders would not oppose us (the
communists) in our efforts to educate and organise the peasantry
and the masses of exploited people in general, in revolutionary
spirit.”%

P In China’s case, the CI had adopted a resolution that named
the KMT as the only “serious nationalist-revolutionary group in
China.”? Since the independent workers’ movement was still vyegk
and the central task was national revolution against the imperialist
and feudal warlords, the Executive Committee of Communist
International (ECCI) found it necessary to co-o'rdmate the activities
of the KMT and the young cep” Moxow'§ view of the KMTuwas
that it could be her Trojan Horse for gaining control Ch.ma.. By
entering the KMT as individuals to form a plock from within the
communists could control the only organisation which was capable
of attracting mass support, and at the same time they co;:ld Cp;gpare
for the destruction of the bourgeois Jeadership in the Chinese

revolution.? . ' .
Tll:;n'block within’ strategy had two main am:ltse.d I:‘:r?(t)ly, by
aligning with the KMT, the people of China would be unifeciin rming
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the national movement can create the Great Revolution in China ¢,
overthrow the imperialists and warlords in China. When China wag
united and independent from imperialism, the second stage, where
the proletariat would begin the struggle against the. national
bourgeoisie, in order to establish a socialist regime in China under
the leadership of the proletariat, would be ushered in.

The Problem of the CCP

The CI idea to establish the United Front was due to the perceived
weakness of the CCP. It could not afford to depend totally on the
infant CCP to make the Great Revolution in China alone. Furthermore,
the CI could not rely solely on students and the professors in the
CCP.® The CI wanted a party that was strong, and had much more
influence among the Chinese people. The KMT filled that criterion,
although it was not very strong. Compared to the CCP, the KMT
was more mature. In addition, the KMT had the aim of unifying
China, and creating a democratic government. The CI viewed the
KMT as the true revolutionary party in China.

Also, the CCP had several intrinsic weaknesses. When it was
first established, it only had 58 members. Its membership only had
increased to around 300 by the late summer of 1923.% [n the 1920s,
China’s working class was in its infancy (among a population of a
hundred million) and it was deemed difficult to create a true
proletarian movement. At the Hangkow Plenary at West Lake ( & #,
Hsi Hu), in Chekiang province of eastern China., in 1922, Maring
had pointed out that China was not facing a socialist revolution, but
a national democratic one.” He added that, by joining the KMT,
communists could revolutionise the KMT from within. By doing so,
they could also influence the working masses.? He told Ch’en that
the proletariat in China was still too small to maintain an independent
struggle by itself, and that the peasantry had little political
understanding.” The failure of the Peking-Hankow Railway strike®
in 1923 showed the weakness of the CCP.

The co-operation between the CCP and the KMT was important
in highlighting that the fact that the working class and the CCP was
unable, left to their own devices, to overcome their colossal problems-
Furthermore, Maring told the CCP that the KMT was not a bourgeois

arty, but that it represented an alliance of all classes.* In MOSCO“;\S
eyes, the KMT was seen as a bloc of four classes, namely tloi
bourgeoisie, the petty bourgeoisie, workers, and peasants. The blc <
of four classes in the KMT could create the national movement i
order to make the Great Revolution in China.
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At the Fourth Congress of the CI, the CCP representative Liu

Jen-ch’ing stressed several points, highlighting how important the
co-operation with the KMT was to the CCP:-

-, our party has decided to form a united front with the
national revolutionary party Kuomintang . . . . There are two
reason(s] for this. In the first place, we want to propagandize
the many organized workers in the national-revolutionary
party and win them over [to] us. In the second place, we can
only fightimperialism if we combine our force, the forces of the
petty bourgeoisie and the proletariat. We have the intention to
g0 into competition with this party in regard to the organisation
and propagandizing of the masses.*

In Liu’s speech, he gave two important reasons that argued
that the United Front was necessary. He knew that the KMT could
be useful in order to organise the workers. In addition, the CCP
could join forces with the KMT in order to fight imperialism and the
warlords.

He warned the CCP that they would lose the masses’ support,
if they did not join the United Front with the KMT.

If we do notjoin this party [the KMT] we shall remain isolated
and we shall preach a communism which consists of a great
and noble ideal, but one which the masses do not follow. The
masses certainly would follow the bourgeois party, and this
party would use the masses for its purpose. If we join the party,
we shall be able to show the masses that we too are for a
revolutionary democracy, ... *

The CCP’s goals would perish without support from the masses. They

could not rely solely on the small proletariat in China in order to
achieve their goals.

The Failure to Co-operate with the Warlords

Before the CI forced the CCP to co-operate with the KMT, they had
collaborated with General Wu Pei-fu® in Loyang. Gregory Voitinsky
had built up an understanding with General Wu. In the beginning,
this co-operation appeared to be going well. General Wu had allowed
workers to initiate the General Trade Union under albeit his control.
Not only that, General Wu had given the CCP to use of the railway
administration and its facilities, to improve communication, as and a
means for increasing the party’s strength.™
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With this support from Gcl}eral Wl)l, the ur;l;m Eccameitr’onger,
and initiated a general strike in the Peking-Han low rI‘" way on
February 7, 1923. This marked the watershed of the f‘:’jﬁflonsh!p.
General Wu suppressed the strike ruthlessly, and executed 39 Pef‘Ple
in its wake. Forty people, furthermore, werc sentcnced‘to prison
and 1000 were dismissed. All railway labour unions were dissolved, %
The incidents highlighted the futility of commurusts alignhment with
warlords. ) . o '

After this, the communist could not find suttable allies in China
to co-operate with. General Chang Tso-ling was pro-Japan, and also
obstructed the democratic government. When the communists iooked
south, there was only General Chen Chung-ming a rather small
warlord, he was based in Kwangtung. The wariords were seif-
intercsted and tried to maintain their power base in their own
territory. They were not concerned with a programme to make a
national revolution. Furthermore, the warlords were easily swayed
by the imperialist powers.

So, the CCP's only potential alliance, was the KMT. The KMT
was the true national revolutionary party, which fooked towards,
and was concerned with China’s future. [t ideas and interests were
similar to the communists. When Maring had an interview with Sun,

he was much impressed with the KMT. After this the CI begin [0

turn its attention toward the KMTas a potential ally, and initiated
talks with Sun.

Sun Yat Sen’s Request

After the Ch'ing Dynasty was overthrown in 191171912, Sun Yat-
sen’s dream of seeing the Republic of China as a strong democraltic
government was thwarted when President Yuan Shih-kai established
his authoritarian rule. However, Sun’s dream did not fade, and he
continued in his attempts in South China only to be betrayed twice in
1918 and 1922 by southern warlords. Sun Yat-sen, apart to get support
from the Chinese overseas, also look support from foreign r"“‘"“-’rs‘k
His idea was that with this support he could mobilise his revolution
movement against Yuan Shih-kai and later warlords. Firstly Sun Yat-
sen tried to approach the American and Britain but failed. Next he
turned to the Russian.®

After the victory of the Balshevik Revolution in Russid
Chinese’s eyes were turned toward Russia, Both countries had similar
characleristics, defeated they both had been by Japan, both had tri
to modernise their countries, and both were undevel%ped countries:
Sun described France and the United States as old-fashioned republic™
and the Soviet Russia as the new type of republic. He looked back t@
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his past with apprehension, “I have been disappointed in almost
evervthing [ previously believed in. Now | am convinced that the
only real and sincere friend of the Chinese Revolution is Soviet
Russia.”™

To recognise the victory of Russian Revolution, Sun sent a
telegraphed to Lenin on June, 1918 congratulating him on behalf of
the South China Parliament and the Chincse Revolutionary Party,
and hoping that the Russian and Chinese parties might join togethet
in a common struggle.® From then on, relations flourished, with a
Cl delegation visiting Sun, for discussions. Maring talked with Sun
in December, 1921, in Kweillin, and established unofficial ties between
the KMT and Russia’! He was also very pleased with the KMT’s
policy toward the Labour Union. The Canton government supported
the Hong Kong seamens strike, which broke out on January 12, 1922,
by lending $100,000 to help the striking seamen who sought refuge
in to Canton.*

Some of the KMT’s policies were attracting to the CI, such as
the T'ung-meng-hui Manifesto, which called for a degree of fairness
in the distribution of land, and full employment;** also the “the
people’s livelihood” in the Three Principles of the People, was often
referred to as socialism.* Furthermore the KMT was the revolutionary
party that best suited Lenin’s thesis. With it being seen as a party of
all classes, the Third Congress of the CCP had acknowledged the
KMT as the “central force in the national revolution,”™?

Sun also needed aid from Russia after he failed to get support
from Britain, the United States and Canada. He knew the KMT had
degenerated, and only Russia could help to rebuild it.* As a condition
for the co-operation, Sun agreed to admit CCP members into the
folds of the KMT, but was not prepared to establish an equal
partnership between them.¥ The CI agreed with Sun’s conditions,
and ordered the CCP to join the KMT as individuals. Sun did not
think that communists had any relevance for a China where there
were no rich and poor, but only poor and poorer.*

Russian Foreign Policy

Russia had two main objectives in relation to China; to protect and
advance the interest of the Russian nation in the East Asia, and to
advance world revolution and weaken Russia’s enemy, the capitalist
states.* In East Asia, Russia’s long border with China was open to
nterference from the capitalist countries. Russia’s biggest enemy,
Britain had a huge economic interest in China.¥ Moscow thought it
was useless to attack the capitalists in Europe, given that they had so
Tuch economic strength in their colonies. China was seen to be its
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platform to destroy the capitalist resources. The carice‘tture in figure
1 illustrates the British community’s opinion regarding the Sovijg
Union’s motive to disturb the British interests in China.

After it was defeated by Japan in 1904-05, Russia was very
apprehensive over Japan’s activity in China. Japan was very
interested in China’s recourses and had their pro-Japanese puppet
government in China, lead by General Chang Tso-ling. This was a
danger that could jeopardise Russia’s goals. Furthermore, Japan
and the western powers could be seen to give support to Russia’s
rival. The memory of the counter- revolutionary by Horvarth, in
1917, with Japanese and western backing, still it remembered. The
Soviet government’s attention to the east intensified when the Red
Army® was defeated in Poland in the summer 1920, as well as the
collapse of urban industry at Russia.®

Figure 1

VINTUUYS  tAGRA N
——

.. - ¢ tmbur of Bl quivke wys ~wiarily
Ratvm a2 Sinl revdeny o Ibw Wva—Free an
Minvien mhL Loaed Rakned)

Source: The North Ching Herald, 18 July 1925.
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Russia needed an ally in China for her diplomatic strategic and
national interest but it sought not the warlords, but the KMT, to
satisfy this Cl end. In a country dominated by imperialism, and
undeveloped to boot, it was negessary to unite as many strata of the
population as possible against the common enemyf.“ It was the
communist duty to accomplish this by joining hands with the KMT in
order to launch a revolution against capitatism.

Conclusion

The United Front was regarded by the Cl as a tool to continue the
class struggie in the world. As a semi-colonial and semi-feudal
country with limited industries, it was not possible to apply the
dialectical theory in China. Lenin's thesis planned to make a ‘block
within’ strategy to pemetrate the bourgeois liberation movement to
achieve their goals, and established a socialist government. The CCP
had been ordered to combine forces with the KMT to mobilise the
masses, and transform them into the national revolutionary
movement. When the first aim was achieved, then the CCP can initiate
the proletarian struggle against the national bourgeoisie. So went
the argument.

With the CCP’s limited numbers and its first attempts at
organising the labour movement a failure, it was seen as necessary
to form the co-operation with the KMT. Furthermore, the KMT
welcomed this co-operation with the CCP. Sun had recognised Russia
as the true friend of the Chinese Revolution. The Cl also had defined
the KMT as the real revolutionary party. Other parties were seen as
not suitable to achieve the communists” aims. The first attempt to
align with warlords had failed; the CCP-KMT co-operation was a
second attempt. In addition, the KMT had several characteristics
that attracted the CI. As the all classes’ parties, it could mobilise the
masses to launch the national revolution.

On the other hand, this CI policy was directly related to Russia’s
foreign policy towards the East Asia. Russia knew that China was a
Vulnerable and chaotic country with rivalry rampant between
warlords and imperialists, interfering with her internal problems. It
Was also alarmed with existence of fapan and the western powers in
China that could make insecure her internal affairs. This forced Russia
to look for an ally that could curb the foreign interference, and at
Same time act as a counter attack against the capitalists in China.
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