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(Muhammad Al-Ghazali and the Effects of the Rational and
Sectarian Approaches on his Attitude Toward the Qur’an and the
Sunnah)

Salem Saced Manea Alyahyace, Ali Ali Gobaili Saged

ABSTRACT
The aim of this research is to introduce Mohammed Al-Ghazali and
his position in the modern rational school, explain the most prominent
criticisms against him concerning his approach to dealing with the
Qur'an and Sunnah, identify its origin and reasons for him. The
research adopted the analytical inductive approach as well as the
critical approach to achieve. The findings have revealed that Sheikh Al-
Ghazali is one of the followers of this school who are highly influenced
by it. Despite his reverence for the Prophet’s Sunnah, his recognition
of its status, and his defense of it before its enemies and adversaries, he
made many slips. The most important one is saying that Hadith is
presumptive and rejecting it if it contradicts the absolute one. Another
mistake is his call for the criticism of the texts by the jurists for the
narrators’ failure and their jurisprudential shortcomings, the call for
applying his approach in refuting Ahad (Hadith narrated by one) and
criticizing the texts, even Hadith of the two books (Sahihs) in general,
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and his haste sometimes in speaking against the trustworthy narrators
and scholars. These slips are attributed to some subjective reasons
concerning his poor background of hadith in the first place and the
influence of his intellectual affiliation to the modern rational school
and the Hanafi without controls or accurate scientific methodology.
The most unfounded approach was saying that the Hadith should be
presented or compared to the Qur'an before judgment, so it must be
refuted - no matter how true it is - when it contradicts the indications

of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali, the Mental School, Attitude Toward the Sunnah,
(Ahad) Hadith Narrated by One, Criticism of the Text.
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3 Al-‘Awdah, Salman Ibn Fahd (1989). Hiwir Haidi’ ma’a Muhammad Al-
Ghazali. Dar Al-Hijrah, p. 9; Al-Rumi, Fahd Ibn ‘Abd Al-Rahman (1983).
Manhaj Al-Madrasah Al-‘Aqliyah Al-Hadithah fi Al-Tafsir. Mu’assasah Al-
Risalah, p. 7; and Aswad, Muhammad ‘Abd Al-Razzaq (2008). Al-Irdjahar Al-
Mu ‘asirah fi Dirasah Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyah fi Misr wa Bilad Al-Sham (Vol.
3). Dar Al-Kalim al-Tayyib, pp. 456-457.

4 Al-Qadi ‘Abd Al-Jabbar Al-Mu‘tazili (2017). Fadl Al-I‘tizal wa Tabaqat Al-
Mu ‘tazilah wa Mubayanatihim li S3’ir Al-Mukhalifin (Fu’ad Sayyid, Ed.). Dar
Al-Farabi, p. 139.
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> Aswad (2008). Al-Ittijahat Al-Mu ‘asirah, pp. 469-470.

6 Aswad (2008). Al-Itrijahar Al-Mu ‘asirah, pp. 469-470.

7 Al-Dhahabi, Muhammad Husayn (n.d.). Al-Tafsir wa Al-Mufassirin (Vol. 2).
Maktabah Wahbah, p. 402.
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8 Khalaf, Najm ‘Abd Al-Rahim (1989). Nagd Al-Matan bayna Sina'ah Al-
Muhaddithin wa Mata’in Al-Mustashrigin. Maktabah al-Rushd; Al-‘Umri,
Akram Diya’ (n.d.). Mawqif Al-Istishrag min Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyah; and
Al-Amin, Al-Sadiq (1998). Mawqif Al-Madrasah Al-"Aqliyah min Al-Sunnah
Al-Nabawiyah. Maktabah al-Rushd.

?  Aswad (2008), Al-Ittijahah Al-Mu’asirah, p. 468.
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1 Al-Amin (1998). Mawgqif Al-Madrasah (Vol. 2), p. 286 wa ma ba’daha, haythu
tawalla fi dirasatihi ard mawqif Al-Mu‘tazilah, thumma Al-Mustashriqin,
thumma Al-Madrasah Al-‘Aqliyah Al-Mu’asirah min Al-Sunnah Al
Nabawiyah.

" Al-“Umari (n.d.). Mawgqif Al-Istishraq, p. 74.

12 Al-Siba’t, Mustafa Ibn Husni (1982). Al-Sunnah wa Makanatuha fi Al-Tashri’
Al-Islami. Al-Maktab Al-Islami, p. 238.
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" Al-Jundi, Anwar (1978). Al-Yaqazah Al-Islimiyah fi Muwiajahah Al-Isti’'mar.
Dir Al-I'tisam, p. 131-132.

5 Al-Dhahabi (n.d.). Al-Tafsir wa Al-Mufassirin (Vol. 2), p. 417.

16 Tab‘an la sihhah li hiadhi al-raghm, wa innami huwa madhhab li Al-
Mutakallimin wa Al-Mu‘tazilah -kama saya’ti-.

7" Imarah, Muhammad (1993). Al-A’mal Al-Kamilah li Imam Al-Shaykh
Muhammad ‘Abduh (Vol. 3). Dar Al-Shurugq, p. 301.

18 Rashid Ridi, Muhammad Rashid Ibn ‘Ali Rida (1990). Tafsir Al-Manar:
Tafsir Al-Qur’an Al-Hakim (Vol. 3). Al-Hay’ah Al-Misriyah Al-‘Ammah i Al-
Kitab, p. 240.
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¥ Al-Dhahabi (n.d.). Al-Tafsir wa Al-Mufassirin (Vol. 2), p. 422.

2 Aburiyah, Mahmid (n.d.). Adwa’ ‘ala Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyah. Dir al-
Ma’arif, p. 350.

2 Al-Dhahabi (n.d.). Al-Tafsir wa Al-Mufassiriin (Vol. 2), p. 422.

2 Ibid., p. 423.
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#  Annonymous (n.d.). Majmii‘ah min al-Kitab wa ‘ala Ra’sihim Rashid Rida wa

Ghayrihi min Al-Kiab wa Al-Muallifin. Majalah Al-Manar, 19 (Vol. 25).
19/29.

2 Rashid Rida (1990). Tafsir Al-Manar (Vol. 3), p. 94.

¥ Al-Ghazali, Muhammad (2001). Al-Sunnah Al-Nabawiyah bayna Ahl Al-Figh
wa Ahl Al-Hadith. Dar Al-Shurug, p. 75.

% Aswad (2008). Al-Ittijahat Al-Mu’asirah, p. 468.

¥ Al-Ghazali, Muhammad (n.d.). Dustir Al-Wahdah Al-Thaqgafiyah. Dar Al-
Shurug, p. 65.
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8 Aswad (2008). Al-Irtijahatr Al-Mu’asirah, pp. 474-475.



J{PE PR PPN % oy JIad) el 2023 45381 (10) pols sue SuT,3 [159
el pé e 655 s shy (Dlandly S odb Yhen — sl dnd)
Col-Y1 sy 35S Bl A 4 el ST cegadd NN oladi Jal s
Gl LST— s ) & ol Olals ) aimad @5l canll) e al)

EUIC NG I

Olejp ady dgd L)) Lwpull (8 andssy Ll dams Ciypdt 3
J1# peil) doi) Gpedt —1.3
s Wl

e Sl Al )L sl el SST) B8 3 Ul 1 ey
Bends aly Bz 80l 3 Lasy 1917 jezs 22 /21335 amdl (63 0 5 3
P dasy oo o 3L G A OB O i fl coasT s )
Sy coneeld Ol Y1 asla ) paily L el Jseol 2SS ol 25
Banlly analys T ((Oadecdd Ol ) st (3 anlS” g (Ll e L6
&= 3LaYls syl 3 ey jaady (21941 a4z A 3 )
ey ol (Ble Oy ey 2w sy 21943 an 2l 2ps e >
Sl ds b (3 Bsell (3 il

copld st il (@Bl de st e a3y
AV slals a ornbs (uss Chg et Sl ) gl dest il
£aly 21948 e el Ol Bele Sl lobizel o ae L3l Lol
WM el ey L0 G Bt ot 21952 B dngy L sl e 3
2aslad) o L) o) e Jhaby () cpalid) Ol Y1 dslod: ol

»  Al-Sirjani, Raghib (2010). Muhammad Al-Ghazili Al-Da’iyah Al-Mujahid,
Islam Story, https://islamstory.com.
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3% Al-Qaradawi, Yasuf (2000). Al-Shaykh Al-Ghazali kama ‘Araftuhu Rihlah Nisf
Qarn. Dar al-Shurug, p. 295.

> Imarah Muhammad (1992). Al-Shaykh Muhammad Al-Ghazali Al-Mawqi’ Al-
Fikri wa Al-Ma’arik Al-Fikriyah. Al-Hay’ah Al-Misriyah Al-‘Ammah li Al-
Kicab, p. 24.
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