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Abstract

The trade activities initiated by the Portuguese traders and the religious activities that took place in the 16"
to 18™ Century AD in the South Indian costal area has created substantial interest among the English to
venture in trade activities in this geographical location. The enduring success of the English East India
Company has created deep interest to the Danish Kingdom to focus on establishing Trade in the East
particularly in Tamil Nadu coastal area. The Danish East India Company was formed and it ventured in
trade in the East. Not limited to trade the King had the interest to extend the Lutheranian religion in this
geography. As a result of this, Lutheran priests arrived in Tharangampadi to spread the gospel among the
local people in Tamil Nadu. The priests learn to read and write Tamil language. They mastered many pieces
of Tamil literature and among them is Thirukkural. This Paper deals with the efforts taken in Translating
Thirukkural in German Deutsch language, particularly looking at the efforts of Dr.Karl Graul.

Key words: Thirukkural, Tamil Language, German Deutsch Language, Trade, Karl Graul, translation work,
Ziegenbalg, Danish East India Company.
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