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The Role of Tamil Nadu in the Development of Malaysian Tamil
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Abstract

Tamil stagecraft has retained its credentials even in the immigrant countries. This Paper deals with how
Malaysian Tamil stage has its impact of Tamil Nadu. In the beginning, Malaysian Tamils adopted street
drama in the rural Malaysia and stage drama in the urban areas. In the early days of the Twentieth Century
so many stage artists with their theatre have visited Malaysia. These theatre artists have also trained the
local artists in Malaysia. The Theatre artists in Tamil Nadu who later became Cine Artists also have
contributed their part in the development of stagecraft in Malaysia. Therefore, there is a similarity in the
stagecraft of Tamil Nadu and Malaysia. Though after the Second World War, Malaysian Tamil stage tried
to establish its own base, it has the resemblance of Tamil Nadu stage. Before the Second World War, the
themes were Puranas and later social themes after thirties. The plays of many are dramatists like Sankaradas
Swamigal, Pammal Sambanda Mudaliar have been staged here and through them Malaysian stage was
developed.
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