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An illustration of Sanskrit Similes by Renowned Alangkara Exponents Yaskar and Panini
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Abstract

When in a poetical composition, a comparison is made on the
basis of similarity relating to quality and form, it is called upama in
Sanskrit and uvamai in Tamil. Yaskar, the author of Nirukta, states
that upama is comparing one with another. He furnishes five varieties
of upama with illustrations- karmopama, bhiitopama, riipopama,
siddhopama and luptopama or arthopama. However, the word
upama itself has several meanings, other than similarity in the Vedic
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literature. Apart from the Vedas, words like upamita and upamana

canbe traced in the famous Astadhyay1 of Panini. The prominence of upama as an individual figure
of speech based on similarity is, however, established by the Sanskrit rhetoricians. Upama
holds the prime position among the figures of sense and is recognized by all Sanskrit rhetoricians.
Here I discuss the explanation about upama by Yaskar and Panini.
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GTGTLISTSHLD. (3)HEOGIT S SLPaU(HLD & TG )] FHET
eLpeVLd eflaTdHEGHMITIT.

“Log T Tevds @V (B> GesT LI THTIT: (LoghT Teilev
@uliuemsls GLUTO (55 %eTsH )LD
SHTeWTLILI(HLD FeuTHer)”

“Waers’s savCBuwer Gs'alss s e
(W&EhS’SHapienl 1w Lpsenerls GLimerp
upsenarijenl i Gspeiddetr)”

umewtlest] ‘eu@) eTetTm L (H QUEHIHEHIILI
UDDIS GLpauBLD HSHTSS AlaTSSHDTIT.

“GHTQUDLD (DJeipL_T:5.1.117)

@)zer aflarssip, @)Ter_mib GeupnienLod
Qrrigisel U ‘W’ L6 ‘AspSGs
&b 6TeiTy QULIT(HefleL QU(HLD GTGTHMITIT.
Qswearsds Srpel(HLd FTGTH ELPGULD
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AT HSHITIT.

gm@eld LIMTGTLD (0 Fe &G L
QMBS LITSHIHTLIL]. DBTUS| T FGUT TGV
urgISTLLLILIEnSLT GLITETD) 6T6HT LIGTELD).

LiTewlest] ‘GJevuId’ Tew)/LD &L 19 GnGIT S
SLpaI(BLD FHSBTLD eLPGULD QT SHSHHDITIT.

“HIOWTTewH2: 9% GeUTLOMLI4WTLD
S(BDIIT DGHTUISHTGVILITLD

(eyL_m:2.3.72)

@)ser GlLIT(BET, &IGUT, 2 LILDT GTGHTMH
QFrpaseward HaliTdg HD ‘Hevws’, ‘FEH)
eretT GILIT(HewaT 2 65T SHHILD OFTHHGeT TR
epesT T Geupmienind G &Fmev il (HLILITS
QUBLD. DBTAUG| CLOGTDITLD HGVGVGI 24DITLD
Geupmienioudlev au(BLD GTGTHMTT. (J)HeW6T S
SLp QU(BLD FTGTM] eLPGULD IIGTHESHFHMITIT.

G@mapewtovil Siovw p» oSG wGs
(G Bap T/ HE FFL_ITGT@UGT WIT(HLIGVEDG).
Q@m& ‘@leous’ GTGTH 2.@ID 2 (HL ‘FL_T6T
ereiTm OlLIT(Heflev
UBSIGTAT ).

‘Gwm’ QU BHU upns FnpbGmg
‘gl Hwm owGeomLm F (9f6iuL _m:3.1.11)
ereiTm Limessilest] GOILINBGRDTT. 9HTeus|
BL_ps G&mer@psed erery O LT (Herf 6w
‘GuIm’ 6T6TM L _(h G(BLILITS 2 LILDTGTLOTS
DIEOLOWLD HITSHHTemeUF FL_(HLD GeummienLo
QFmevasH@&HLs LieiT eu(hLd. FOFTeL ‘en’
WU FDTHS GIHTERTLY (BBBHTeV ‘ev’ GlHHILD
eTeTLIgG Limewtles] af%). QSn&HS SLp au(BLD
FTGT Plenetrds GOILILN RS DTIT.

“avGIIeT @)ou YFTH) SHTSH: (STHLD H(LPS
Gumestm BL_pg QFHTITHMS)”

FHTHBTEOUT FHMIHEHLD 2 aUeHLLF GIF VM6V
2 LILIGWTHS Q&HTERTL HTHIeYdHGHL L6
‘ewflest)] L (h) (F)ewenTSSLILIBILD. 2 LILISLOTS
BDGLD STSST L1y 6 (cwfllant)) it S5TaYSS
2 GUGWLDIITGLD.

“o.au_r HCrmel (LI _SsHengLs GLimev
S55|LI6IGHT)”

QEIG 2@ilD 2 (KL GTeTLIG &ITLOGHT.
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STSHHTeOUS HDSFHllcveney 6T6THMTIT.
@asaurn GoGev FmpLiil I eDel 6TEUEVITLD
5555 L1965 @(h UenHIITHGeU 2.6l
2 (hLIewedT NOTHHENYGTATEHLOLT LIGVLILIBFDS].

WITGVST 2. QILD 2 ([HL{HET TGOT @61/, 5, Fdb,
Bl, $T, 9}, QS (LPSVTETAUDEHD (J)eVSH60T
all® 9y liten_uflev aflersdsalevenev.
gGlerefley Qaur GFTmHEnsESL GlLITHeT
S(HLD yLg LiienL_ufGevGwr 2 @il 2 (hLjFemar
ear&Fuyerermir. eTer Gougmer (@aeurm
GO B, FSH, B (PDHEUTET 2 GULD
2 (HL&6T Liev QIITHGT GHDISS| cUbSIEToTenHd
SHITGOT(LPLY FIGT D). LITeHsH 165719 (LPGST WITeVHIT
2.QID 2 (HYFATTSH ‘Qal, b, FS, B, ST, 9,
g (psevTaTeal GO (B @)BHSTILD
Yupnier Qai, audb YFuw  OFTHHemarGiL
LT 6ssflesf] eOaHUITGUsT (HGT T ITIT.

umewtles] 2 @il 2 (HLFHeAT  ()eVdsHeuT
@l 9y Litiewl_uiev NeTSGHDTT. 6
A B U GT FHWMTLD 9 GVGVH I 6T 6 LD GV UL
wpomreTHeyb GIFWMHLIGLOTY eHLDU|LD
G sewmar 9HCH3V il G He6T 6T 6T My
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