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Inventions of Silappathikaram and their Legends
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Abstract

The Silappathikaram has been continuously revived from Vijaya
Nagara Nayakkar period until contemporary times. Regions like
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Sri Lanka have had rendered the story of
Kannaki according to their local environment and culture. During the
Vijaya Nagara Nayakkar period in Tamil Nadu, the story of the Silap-
pathikaram became a ballad called ‘Kovalan Kathai’. Later, several
ballads such as Kovalan Karnaki Kathai, Kovilan Sariththiram, and
Karnaki Mathanalki Kovilar Kathai emerged within the same vicinity.
All these ballads gave birth to Kannaki, who is known as the goddess
of Saivism. In the Kovilan story, Kannaki is depicted as the avatar
of both goddess Thurkka and goddess Kali, the form structured to avenge King Pandian. In addition,
these stories had been created as a collection of regional cases and traditions of the people living in
the land of origin. These revivals have been made of mythical legends. In the Kannaki Vazhakurai that
originated from Sri Lanka, the story portrayed a sprite called Namankalai, who was assumed to come
in the form of a mango and was reborn as goddess Kannaki. In alternate forms of Kovalanar Kathai
and Silampukural, goddess Kali was assumed to come in the form of mankani (mango) and was reborn
as goddess Kannaki. These Sri Lankan texts were created for the sake of Kannaki’s rituals. The Kappal
vaiththa (Shipping) Kathai and Kadaloddu (diving) Kathai of Kannaki Vazhakurai explain the myth of
Sri Lanka. For instance, Kadaloddu Kathai details the story of Vediyarasan, which reveals the eminent
history of a community (focusing on a caste) of Tamils in Sri Lanka
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2/CxCalener @Q)mIE gl FTSHI Q)IHLIGOLI
BleneBlnISHIUSDEHTE 9L _L1LIH6USVen6V.
rprs, aleuFmw Bleviomesilis QLITBTTSTT
9yenLol19Cev gjeurraatleir GlimLpgGLims@ s
Fro5aTorHG0 9% L LU (Hel(EH6TnS).

Pigeyemr

61607@0r FVLILIBFTTS Feng Hmev, LNTGsF
GTGLENGVHGN AT S HTGT LY LT LSS (H&UTSHS%
Qevs&Hw orLsE QL beil 19 (BSSeT D).
Q& HTVWLTHPEIFari LieGeumy
WrGsaF woHFsaller Fw, Fepass
Caemeausemarib 2 676 T nm & Gl T et B
YYaflGens aulg aUmSHerTHa b 6l muiGomLf]
QUL QUBIFZGTTHGLD LG aULY oUBISeHGTLI QLIpm)
UBB (HFHBGT DS HOILILITS F6H5T 6voT H6w L
mFUWLS LUSHelld OHuiewwrTsd
S L eowlitu$HCev 9coes DS FeIGTLD
QaagHuererer. 2CsGoauenar 9emey
2 (heumeT HevliUFLLFTmhs Lbd S e 6T
QULPSHSHEOATILD FLOLIFENFHFEOATUILD (GH(LPLD
QUITGVTHMILT GILI(BEHLD LOHMYLD (LPTGET HEHGTIULLD
SRS F65TSS I (QevSEILI LTS FH6TTHe LD
2 (KLIG)LIDH MGIT ST GoT .
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