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Krimi Kanda Cholan - King Chola with a Diseased Neck
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Abstract

“Kirumi Kanda Cholan” is the reference to the Chola king who died
due to disease, which was believed to be caused by his maltreatments
against Vaishnavites in his country during his reign. Some historians
said that the Chola king was King Adi Rajendra while other sources
quoted Kulothuga Chola II as the said king. As the king suffered an
unnatural death caused by a disease (cancerous in nature though not
diagnosed as such at the time), he was accorded the name “Kirumi
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Kanda Cholan™. He was a strong advocator of Shaivism and was

intolerant of Vaishnavism, which was also practiced by the people under his rule. To demonstrate his
aversion towards Vaishnavism, he was said to take the extreme action of throwing the Govindaraja
Perumal idol into the sea upon his clash with the priests in Vaishnava Temple in Chitambaram. This
incident created tension among the Vaishnavas in Chola country; Acharaya Ramanuja, the main phi-
losopher of Vaishnavism even migrated from Chola country to Mysore due to this inequal treatments.
It should be noted that all Chola kings always were recorded to give their full support to every religion

practiced in their country.

Keywords: Krimi Kanda Chola, Adi Rajendra, Kulothungan II, Chidambaram Temple tension, Clash
with Vaishnavas, Ramanujas migration, Cholas contribution to Vaishnavism.
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Abbrevations
1. ARE-Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy
2. SII-South Indian Inscriptions
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