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Variance of Poet counts of the text Natrinai and Related Issues

(pevssieuit @y, gyevmg@wnit / Dr. R. Anandhakumar!

Abstract

The Sangam literature is a compendium work, which is one among
the oldest scriptures of the Tamils. The text titled Natrinai is known
to be the very primitive text of the collection. Learneds justify this
by the prefix of ‘nal’ found in the title of the text. Natrinai consists
of 400 poems expounded by a group of poets. Previous studies
show a continuous variation on the number of poets contributed to
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the text Natrinai. Scholar par excellence, author and commentator

Narayanasamy lyer in his first edition text cites 175 poets’ names under the chapter describing the
names of the Poets composed the Natrinai text. However, this number varies from the second edition
onwards. Other research texts also state multiple poet counts such as, total of 175, 176, 187 and 192.
Hence, this study aims to reason out the differences found in the number of poets stated in the books
by authors namely, Pinnathur A.Narayanasamy lyer (1915), S.Vaiyapurippillai (1940), Oavai.
Su.Thuraisamyppillai (1966 & 1968) and Eva Wildon (2008). Additionally, this article also presents 53
poet’s names which had been excluded from the list of Poets of the Sangam literature by the researchers
stated above and also explores the reason behind it.

Key Words: Sangam literature, Nattrinai, poets, A. Narayanasamy Iyer (1915), S. Vaiyapurippillai

(1940), Oavai Su.Thuraisamyppillai (1966 & 1968), Eva Wildon (2008).
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u@lissger Guwmr @u_GlupmniererGs
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SMTETTS alevsuiley @air ol Hid GlLiuwm
Qsflwms Ljeve T &HafledT LITL_ 605k @@L
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2 67T LJGUGIT, (IGVGUIT LIGURIT GTGOTLIZ HTGH
FITIGOTLD. 6TesTGau FHMlenesTiiiey DL 2 GTar
L{GUaIITEGT, ()6V6VIT LIGVaUTSHET 6TaeT (3)(KGalm)
Hlewevgserflev 192 LjeveurFHeflest GlLiwmaeT 6Teur
eTenTemTeVTLD. GLOGVILD FIEIS (QeVEHHNLISHIEV 53
Ljeveuraer oenl_wimev GeumiiBF et et
(LYetreflenewtLiL)1). @)LiLjevalrser gL (b
QILoTES FBid (VSFNUILD LITLQ ILI L6VU6) T HerTIeoT
cTevrenstlengHuley CFmdHaleVenev 676 LIg)
GDILILIL_SH555).
Bl

Cuom@Mwm &. ErFRLpSSl, (LPpHIBeev
g uieurer, LN6Teh& yFwailiiev HlmieieLd
(EFEQ), yg1dGa.

Cupm@riwir L. Ceueu(Lp(hSeit, HLOLpSHienm,
SUOPHETH WSH UL LIDF®ESHLPSLD,
S(heuTenT.

powareum GCasm. FHay, 2 sHaill
Cupr@wr, 9T HenevdaHeva) T, &L

. & Ugsrey 2l Cuom@Aiwir,
g QumPuwev FHeveyrifl, HpLoLyl.

S OF. SOUPFBRIST, (LpeweTeum LI L
< UIITETIT, afleveuLITT &) LIGV&HEDEVSSLPSLD
S GouscL(LP(HFHGIT.

Weresflemevoriiy— 1

SiemLCamur(haamenyenLw shsl Yeoansefledr QUwissr

a6l | Leveursafler GlLiwim

Lyevau i seflesr GlLiwir

&mi. 345, 1m. 346)

1 QYGOTL_IT DS GMIUPBUITIT (%, 228,

GOIQULPGUITIT (3)55LD.150)

2 LITGUST L9 UIGST 9MleemL_BLDLI) (9. 28, LIm.188)

<Mleyewr_pLoL (Gmi. 230, Bp.15)
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3. |wgewr ywewalw Tl ® 2o Gum | eubGuml Frssermm (Bp.152, 255)
FISHGTTT (% 47, 81, 143,175, Bm. 338, 303)
4 QY eLPITEFHeSHL060T FTCHUGT T (<9)5.159) YayTs STalSHsH6T Fr16HeuewTTT(B).204)
5 | erllehens FeTTT QeTESTETT (5.3, | QOTRIGTGTT (B5M.3, 62,113, &mn).116)
225, 239,289,299,361,371,395,399, mm. 308, 346,
269)
6 QB TeiTenL_LomedT Q)T BBenTUIGT T (Lm.185, | QeThSenguwieT T (Bn. 94, 99)
5).106)
7 LGOI LI LiGwTL_ aumenilFetr @)erbGsaleer i | (QarsGHaiest i (Bn. 41)
(=2/5. 58, 298, 328)
SL_@eT omips @erbGlLmalpS) (Lm.182) | @erbGlLimelpSuiri (Lifl.15)
w&Heng FLSSHIL Yser CseuerTi (s%. | FLpSSHIL LFer Cseuermm (5. 88,
231,307,&m1.189, 360, Bm.366) @mi. 343, )
10 \umenrigwer SHmer GG rulesns | 2s6RTLGLBaLS (BD. 98)
2 &S T LIGILI(KI(LPS) (<9]%. 20)
11| @uyr (pL_eueT i (%.216, &mi.123, 206, 322, | @owym Spmi (Lm. 51, Lm. Geu) 2 enmiLym
Bm.206, 334, 4m. 51, 228, 314,399) Kpr(ym. 228, um. Gau)
12| s@eyT @sEpTel (GnI.7]) PSET (G- 227)
13 |wgHwTsS SWPSTFSSTTT &6 6T | HHGUGT LOGTOTGTTT (&Hn). 82)
LOGTQTGTITIT (9%. 70, 256, 354)
14 | HeB@YTS FHGEOTGUTLDL|GUGVGHT TIT (<9]%.03) &600T GUOT LDL {GVGVGHT [TIT (1M.159)
15 | b&Ie TS HevsTewT 6T T (GHm).107) FHGOTGUTGUI TIT (GMm). 244)
16 | bGIeOT S HHSH6uTET6T (GHm. 88) S H & HeoTewr el 17 (Gm.94,
FlbBH5FHGT T 6T, LIT. G,
17 | &@BQTSH SSLLNGTORTWITT Gnl. 64, (ST | SSLISTeerwmm (Bn.135)
sl Liledrener, Lim. Geau) 265, 380, Lym. 380)
FH(HYTSH HHLINGTOTF FISHGTTIT (M. 343
18 |2 () CoUmL_&55H5 FHHSTSHHTTIT (9%F. | HBSTSSETTIT (D116, 146, 238)
23, 95191, Bm.306) (Gmi.155, 2CrrL_&55/5
ST &Her, Lm.Ge.)
19 | srellflliLy bl 19 60T $&15 SHTHSHEOTCOTETTIT | &ITT5H6uTeO0T6oT T (BH). 237)
(<2%.107, 123,285, &mj. 297, 4ym. 57, 58, 169,
171, 353)
20 | GL_eumuih FTSHTTT (3. 44, 60,79,119,129, | GTSHHGTTIT (BDH. 42)

287,315,345, 366, 385, mm. 27, 212, 379, Gml.
281,369,)

&mI.79, GL_euruilev Gresrdaett, Lim.Geu.
Lm.242, GL_UTUi6V [FeVGVTHGHT T
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21 \wrpprm Hprr wasearmm Qasmpmm | GOsTHnE GETHDETTT (BH. 259)
QETHDETTT (9%, 54)

22 | Cameusdsgsetr (&ml. 66, Cohmeusdsmetr, LT.Geu) | CEHmeusdhHet (&Gmi.194,8%meud %60,

Limr.Gar)
23 | LOGIOTF FHHOVF FITSHGTTIT (&Hmi.154) FSHHOVF FISSHGTTIT (2], 53, 134, BD.
. . . . . . | 36,127,339,
LDG(GOT & Fn6UGUTEOTIHGT FHHHEUEFFTSHSHGUT TIT
(<2%. 229, 300, 320, L4m. 59)

24 | gieoTF OFBIHEOTCOTGT TIT (<%, 39) OFmiseiTewTeTTIT (HDH.122)

25 | Qeeveyrisd Hprr wasernm U@y sm | GlFesyrrsd OETHmeT (&m). 363, B.
QSTHDGTTT (9% 250) 30)

QasTmmest (Gm. 218,358)

26 |wgleng eTpsSHrarer CFpHd LyHermm | CFBSD LS (Sml. 247, BH.261)
(<21%.207,&m1.90, 220)

Loglenyy eT(pSSTana (2(%.84) Casib LseurTi (Bn.69)

27 | T(BSHTL_(BTS HITIIRISHCUTGOTGOT TIT (%149, | & IT UL BI & 6T 0T 60T T 1T (< &.105,132,
319, 357, ym.397) 213, 237,@mi.319, BH.219, (4m.356,

FHeOHUIRIFH6OTewT e T, LIT.Geu.)

28 |l CFm Gpernmm (Gm.61, Hw GQFr&Herermm (Lym.249,
SHILIQFT@BetT,LT.Cou.) 316,320,392 mm. 277, | SoLICFrGgermim, L. Gau.)
wagewg GeauearmHsbHer (GHm.315.

SHILICFTSrer.im.Gou.)

29 | QuiEIGSHTLH BTUISET LDFGT FSHGOTEOGTIITIT | BSFHETOGRTILITIT (5252, 51.19,87)
(ym. 83, 84,85)

30 | FCOTSHTUIGHTITIT LOKGOTITIT [hSHBIGTTT (<5.93) | BHBTetT (915.57,78,120,126,141, 205,
LD&|6D T & & GO0l &S TIIGT LD GIT &G T6iT | 227,249, 253, 290,310, 340, 346, &m.105,
(&m1.143, QB®). Lm. 56, 189) (1318 (mLpeuetmir, Lim.Geu ), 161, 266, 280,
iy BERIGT (24536, U395 368, .31, 86, 197, 258, 340, 358, 367, H\w.)

31 | BLILITeUSSETTIT (BD. 240) LITeUS ST T (BM. 52)

32 |wg ey YFRMwer BB et TH | FevevbE et LM.8 (& Mwr
(2)5.43, H69) IBEUGVIBSIQIGTITIT, Y GFITlILI BeVGVBSICUGTTITIT,

<9y BevevBSIQIGHTTIT, LIT.Geu) Gl
BeveVBGIeest T, Lifl.11, 20,)
33 | waevrg pevbleverel] (&m).365) pevOeusiTaflmm (9%.32, BM.7,47)
34 |ewer&lpmer mevGeui_L_eormim (Gmi.341, | peVBaul_L_ermir (B5m.53, 292)
B.210, 349)
35 | YmSDewenT BT THesT T (L4m.176,376, (379, | beiTeTHeT T (Ljm.381)

[BGOTGoT T 60T, LT.CB6.),384)
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36

SFFRL1QGUL_B) peTeoTmenHWmi (Gn.30 (Gl
L ®,um.Geu.),172,180,192,197,287)

BT GSTTEOHIWITT (HmI.118, 325)

37

Q&M TR P et mr OBUISHDS ST TIT
(<2(5.243)

OBUIZHDSSETTIT (B1D).49,130)

38

QYT CLPGUBIFLPTT LoeT T GILI(BBSHHEVSF
FTSHGTTIT (95.224)

QULI(BBBEOVF FITSHHGTTIT (<35.13.61).262,
L.151,164, 165, 205, 209,(294,0)L1(HSSHewevF
FIS5S6eTT,LT.Ce.)

39

FHB& OLBHECHEUGTTIT (BHMmI.255)

QubBCHeuGTTT (2)%.51,5M).83)

40

el QLiLbLig|oeeT T (Bm.109)

QILuBLOLIGILOGT TIT (&m).7, BH.LyD.199)

41

CuuwieTmir (2%.234,80m1.&m).233,359,400)

Cuuwiri (&m1.339)

42

wgHemrl CQupmeveumwm (9%.87, 296,
BM.361,14m.247,268)

Guipmeveumwi (bm.51)

43

QUL LD 6o el & 6T Gl Fmd et mir
(<2/.38,214,268,305, 5).229,323, 378) (@mi.81,
QIL_LD GUGIITGIT H&HGOT, GUL_LD GMGHOT GooT K IT,
um.Geu), 159, 4m.198, GlLibeh&Fmdget,m.Ga.)

QUL_LD 6)GHSTeusT 556 QILI(BGHFTSSGUTTIT (LI.125,
L_auesTerT S5etT  GLiflFmdgett,im.Geu.)

CuFTSseTTir (91%.242, BD.25,37, 67,
104, 199, (&m1.278,BeufllFmsaetr, Lim.Gau.,
314, QuperaFTSS6tT, LIT.C6)

44

W& ®T QTHST GHTLOTT LDIGT T
LOGTATGOTITIT &.33, 144, 174, 344,353, &HmJ.188,
(215,@pripeorir,m.Gay,), B5mH.297, 321, Lym.388)

LD&|GOT ... L.DGT QTGO ITIT (2{%.244)

OGIOT DGTHSET GHTLOTT DG TIT
<O/LDLDGT@TGOT TIT (<2(H.314)

45

LDGIGOT S HeOTSHHTIIGTTIT 3%.27, 338, 342,
Lm.330)

SH6OT SHSHTIIGTTIT (BM.23)

46

wa gl Qumer@aur G &meever
QeUGTTGWT TSHGTTIT (). 363)

LGOI OHTEVeVGT Gl6v U GUoT THGHT ITIT
(6.285) (+B)(15SH680T HT6VOILITMHO)SHTEVGVEIT
©) 6y Goor 6oor T & eor T O [ GO LI & T
Qo gmuld ®s s e m 6w er
21 G SSHLILIBGFGT NS 24ullen)LD LDSIHT
Quiet mew oullett Geu m T &% &M & & L1
LIL_L_GOTIT. [BITT,L1.08)

LD&|GDT m@gmﬂmmrr&;mnr’r (2%. 34, 90, 104,
121, 131, 184, 193, 2006, 220, 245, 255, 269, 283,
297, 312, 343, 358, 365, 368, 380, 387,&%ml.77,
160, 279, 367, mm.194, 216, 283, 290, 302, 326,
341,362, 392), 4m.55, 349)

LO(IBSGOTIGT BT HGUT TIT (2)5.59,77, .21, 39,
103, (%69. LOGKIGHT LO(HFHGHTIGN [BITHGUT ITIT)
(Ym.52, w@wSeflmmEermm,um.Geu.)
4m.138, 139)
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48

LOMTBIGLY- LO(BSGOTTIT (LDGIGH T HHTEHF)

LOTEIGLY. SIPTT (HmI.302, Bp.120,

STEHFLI LjeveueT i (bm.123, (Lym.24,
WIERIGLY. EGerTr, Lum.Gel), Lp.26,
313, 335, wrI&GY-Sprm,um.Gel, 372,

396) 9/%.89)

49 |2eopWm (PSS DDGTTIT (%.137, 329, | (UPSHIFDDETTIT (BD.28, 58)

Lm.331)
2.enmu,m LpSIOSTHMET (&HmI.221,353,371,390)

50 | Qumgybiiley &lpmest (e evsT & 6voT GuoT 6o T T
(2%.192)

0161 GBI HEHT GWTGUT TIT (<] %.130)

51 | Geueireani Glpri st Glouessr LSl
(&m1-219)

OlevewT LS (&Hm.97,174, )

52 |wglewgls UeTafl Lo(BSmISPTIT LDSHET T T

QFTGSHTTT (BM.352) QFT&sHeTTT (BH. 329)

D& DT DK S M & LTI LD&GT T T

53 | LITGWT L9 WIGHT LOTmeTau(LpS) (Bm. 301 LOTMETULPS) (). 97)
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