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Devotional Norms (Bakthi) Depicted In Periyapuranam Text
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Abstract

The text Periyapuranam is saturated with contents in relevance
to Tamil saivite religion, language, way of life, rituals, culture,
norms, history and etc. Saivism school of thoughts promote the text
Periyapuranam as the history of testimonies of those who practiced
saivism and attained soul liberation aka. Anainthor Thanmai. Every
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history of the saints showcases the devotional norms, bakthi as the path

to attain soul liberation. Thus, the aim of this study is to define the devotional norm bakthi according to
Shekilar and to observe how bakthi was exercised by 63 saints in text Periyapuranam. Shekilar states,
Bakthi is when one shows another, unconditional love without any expectation in return. Besides,
exponent classifies three main types of hakthi demonstrated by saints such as one participating in temple
service, actively conducting liturgy and being devoted to His devotees. These three major types of bakthi
are also known by terms such as Guru, Lingga, Sanggamam among the celestial text of Saivism school
of thoughts. This study uses hermunitics approach and library studies to extract the findings
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