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Abstract

This article aims to distinguish the various sects and venthars
other than the mooventhar of Tamil society in politics
during the period of anthologies. It is needed to bring out
the early Tamils’ social history, which is entangled with the
political history of early Tamilnadu. A historical approach
is followed with Puranaanooru and Pathirruppaththu as the
primary sources. The other hymns of the eight anthologies,
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the ten idylls, the statements of the commentators, and the researchers’ findings serve as the secondary
sources. Besides the three types of leaders viz. venthar, kurunila mannar and representatives among
thinaimaanthar, there were naakar and paarppaar who had significant roles in the proceedings of the
governments. Athiyamaan and an anonymous venthan who ruled the fort of Akappa are also briefed.
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