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Keerthanai - Literary and Musical Structure
weweseui (Smwd)) asesmur yrellbgen / Dr (Mrs) Suhanya Aravinthon'

In the music industry, song styles have evolved and
enriched the music industry from time to time. The forms
of the songs have changed regarding the place of music
in the sociocultural genre and the field of vocalists. There
have been similar trends in the Tamil music tradition in the
background. After the Sangam period songs, Tamil forms
such as Venpah and Kalithurai developed into Patikas,

Date of submission: 2022-03-23
Date of acceptance: 2022-04-25
Date of Publication: 2022-07-28
Corresponding author’s Name:

Dr (Mrs) Suhanya Aravinthon Email:
suhanyaa@univ.jfn.ac.lk

Viruthas, Namasankirtanams, Dootu, Oonchal, Ulaa, and

Anthadi to name a few. Later, these developed into the classical structure of the uruppadis such
as Keerthanas, Varnas and Padams. In this context, Keerthanas inevitably take precedence in
music from its inception to the present day. Compared to other forms of music, the place where the
Keerthanas are received is significant in the community and the performance forms. This article
deals with the reasons for the above statement and critically analyses the structure and development

of the keerthanas.
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